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Programs
Our free monthly programs are held the first
Monday of the month at the Sterling
Heights Nature Center, 42700 Utica Road.

Mon., Sept. 12th, 7:00 p.m.
Bonfire @ Lake St. Clair
Metropark Nature Center
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Bring a snack and beverage for yourself, or an individually packaged something to share, if you feel so inclined.
Most importantly, bring a smile and
your summer stories of exploring and
enjoying nature!
If it rains, we plan to move our gathering inside the Nature Center building.
If you prefer to wear a mask for indoor gatherings, prepare accordingly.
Stay tuned for details on this event by
following us on Facebook and checking our website for updates.

Mon., Oct. 3rd, 7:00 p.m.
“The History of the Duck
Stamp Program”
Warm Welcome, by Francis Schmid

We’re excited to announce the return
of our September bonfire at the Lake
St. Clair Metropark Nature Center, the
most perfectly warm way of reconnecting after our summer recess.

In October, we’ll reunite at the Sterling Heights Nature Center for a social
gathering and presentation by Paul
Cypher, Huron-Clinton Metroparks interpreter and friend of Macomb
Audubon. Paul will walk us through
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the history and achievements of the
Duck Stamp program, a federal program aimed at bringing together the
interests of waterfowl hunters and
conservationists, in order to promote
responsible hunting practices and to
protect and expand wetland habitats.
Social hour begins at 6:30 p.m. with
the presentation starting at 7:00 p.m.
If you know someone who hunts,
loves nature, or both, bring them to
this meeting and learn something together!

Wolcott Mill Metropark
Sat., Oct. 1st, 9:30 a.m.
Leader: Joanna Pease
Join us for a field trip at Wolcott Mill
Metropark, a beautiful park which features a portion of the Clinton River,
mixed woodlands, hills, and fields. Our
focus will bounce between the activity
of bird migration and the changing fall
colors around us.
Meet at the parking lot of the Historic
Center, which is off Kunstman Rd. between 29 and 30 Mile Rds.
Please note, the trail is hilly in sections
and can be muddy. Trip should end by
noon. Metroparks sticker required.
RSVP to Joanna by text at (313) 7309475 or by email at centhymeme@aol.com

Wood Duck, by Andrea Rose

Field Trips
Common things to wear and/or bring
on birding field trips: waterproof,
comfortable hiking shoes/boots, bug
spray, sunblock, binoculars, camera,
water, snacks.

Nashville Warbler, by Andrea Rose
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Contributions
The following individuals have made
recent contributions to The Macomb
Audubon Society:
Contributor Level
Roger & Eugenia Bajorek
Christine Becher
Joanna Cohen
Carolyn Mikula
Wayne Pierantoni
Ray D & Nancy Pihlaja
Colleen Stout
Supporter Level
Rod & Maryanne Guest
Micki Smith
Donor Level
Lenora Becker
Thank you for your generous support!

About Us
The Macomb Audubon Society is a
subchapter of Michigan Audubon.
Monthly programs are normally held
the first Monday of each month at
7:00 p.m. at the Sterling Heights Nature Center, 42700 Utica Road. These
programs foster community and
friendship, and provide education and
entertainment for all ages. These and
other Macomb Audubon events are
open to the public.

The Macomb Audubon Society is a
non-profit organization with the mission to:
 Promote interest in the world of nature and to aid in the conservation of
natural resources.
 Provide an outlet for nature activities via field trips.
 Provide an opportunity for the exchange of knowledge and experience
through lectures, films, discussions
and newsletters.
 Aid organizations that provide people of all ages with opportunities to
experience these above given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming a
member today! To join, complete the
form included on the inside back cover and bring it to our next meeting or
follow the instructions on where to
send it. The Earthstar newsletter is
published bi-monthly (January, March,
May, July, September, and November). If you wish to submit content to
be included in the Earthstar, please
send by the 12th of the preceding
month to: Andrea Rose (Little Bird
Nerd) littlebirdnerd37@gmail.com
Members may receive this newsletter
by mail, electronically, or both
(though we encourage the electronic
option to save some trees)! Be sure to
stay current with your dues.
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A Nature Poem
“Autumn”
Carol Knepper
While others rue the passing of summer, I gaze at the autumn garden,
sun-dappled, the artist wild in his
brushstrokes now. The greens of
summer’s heat erupt into crimson,
gold, and bronze – the palette now
explored, summer’s sameness breaking into joyous riot.
The lilies spent, their flowers not
drooping in despair at summer’s passing, bow their heads in awe; the rose
long gone, its blossoms fallen to brilliant hips, rejoices too in its reprieve
from bloom. Trees shed their tears of
joy now, their carpet an ode to nature’s rest, knowing in this shedding
comes their renewal.
The vine, full-laden, its burgeoning
grapes ready for transformation, sings
its chorus of abundance as the weary
vintner, after summer’s toils, reaps
now his harvest, his labour an homage
to the gods.
I walk to my garden in its fallow season, and from the loamy earth, scent
infused, I pluck one golden round, a
perfect pumpkin, the sun fallen to my
back yard.

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail, by Paul Messing
Autumn Fire, by Andrea Rose
American Lady, by Paul Messing
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President’s Letter
As summer winds down, migration is heating
up, and not only for the avian friends we call
birds, but also for the migratory Monarch
Butterfly. Perhaps you have read the newlylisted status by the International Union of Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) red listing our local migratory variety of the Monarch
Butterfly as endangered. As many of you know, I have been tagging the Monarchs in a citizen science effort to collect more information for the University of Kansas’ Monarch Watch program.
I’ve helped to tag over 400 butterflies in the past four years and hope to make greater strides this year, from
mid to late summer and into early fall. I have nets and tags ready and look forward to sharing the excitement
with others out in the field.
I’ve been keeping watch for birds each day this year, and my streak
continues! It may seem natural to all of you, but documenting my sightings
each day in eBird is something I have only been doing since late December
last year. Despite making a routine of my eBirding, it is by no means
mundane. There is usually some variation in the location, route, or timing.
It always amazes me when I stumble upon a nest because, for example, I’ve
spent a bit more time listening to the call of the young nestlings, or when I
see a species in a most unusual location (like a Horned Lark on top of a pile
of dirt in a torn-up parking lot). I continue to keep an eye to the sky for the
unusual Bald Eagle flyby or other rarity. With any luck, this migration will
bring more surprises this year. Even with a busy day, I can always take time
to spend a few minutes to watch a Mourning Dove pair nesting in wisteria,
or enjoy a short loop through the parking lot at work before heading to my car.
As I round out my search for big/champion trees in the state, I’m going to enjoy the mild temperatures while
they last. Temperatures are bound to drop before we know it, or even break into a late season heat wave. May
you find a pleasant tree to prop yourself up against, or a meadow to lie down in (but don’t forget to check for
ticks!).
Happy Birding!
-Paul Messing
Macomb Audubon President
(Monarch Butterfly, American Goldfinch, by Paul Messing)
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Editor’s Note
Hello Bird Nerds,
How are you? I hope no matter the answer, you can acknowledge there is beauty
to be found, and when you can’t find it inside your house, hopefully you know you can discover it through
Nature. I know that will always be true for me.
This summer has been relatively even-keel in my world (well, as evenkeel as it can be with my still very sick father and all the unknowns
associated with that). Despite life’s curveballs, Nature and birding are my
constants, and I’m happy to say I’ve mostly kept up with my 2022
intention to go on a walk outside every day. My favorite walks are on
those warm, rainy days where it’s wet enough to keep most people away,
but not so treacherous that it impacts the birding. Those are the most
peaceful times to me. The air smells the best and I feel the best. The
other day was one such day, where I had the whole park to myself. With
fall migration beginning, warblers were dripping low from the trees
around me, keeping cover but actively moving across my view.
I remember when identifying fall warblers used to be a nearly impossible task.
With many of their spring colors and patterns muted, they all seemed a blurry
puddle of yellows and grays that could only be distinguished through the most
diligent and time-consuming analyses. These days though, with about seven solid years of birding under my belt, it’s so much easier. I see those spring patterns
like a whisper, like photographs faded by sunlight. When you observe anything
long enough, you can recognize it without needing to know every little detail.
It’s the gestalt of the matter, and all those tiny little process-of-elimination decisions you make within seconds, knowing what it could be and what it likely
wouldn’t be. I joked with my friends the other day that sometimes, especially
when it comes to birds, I feel like I have a dichotomous key in my brain, just
speed-ticking through categories until I land on that final bird that checks all
the boxes. You remember dichotomous keys, right? If not, just picture a cascading flowchart that narrows things down. Anyway, it’s fun recognizing birds
from a distance, or quickly, like how you know your
friends or loved ones by just a glance or a phrase.
P.S. I’m still painting lots. Expect to see more too (you can
see a bunch on my Instagram page).
Wonder & wander freely, my friends.
Love, Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
(Sandhill Cranes, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, & Glossy Ibis,
Paintings by Andrea Rose)
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Partners, Contacts, Support
Organizations We Support:
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Michigan Nature Association,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Tomlinson Arboretum,
Wildlife Recovery Association

Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at Wild Birds Unlimited in
Macomb or Grosse Pte. Woods

_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon@gmail.com
(ask to be added to Google group)

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
1st VP (Programs)
Brenda Suchenek: bsuchenek@sterling-heights.net
2nd VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Joanna Pease & Wade Leonard:
centhymeme@aol.com & wadeleonard1922@att.net
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Vacant
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch:
mamachach38@gmail.com
Facebook Representative Barbara Baldinger
bbwren@yahoo.com
Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation/Legislation
Historian
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Earthstar Newsletter Editor

Vacant
Brian McGee brianmcgee@wowway.com
Vacant
Vacant
Michael Ciaciuch
Denis & Laura Barbour
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
littlebirdnerd37@gmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
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