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Programs

of the center building, near the employee
parking area.

Our free monthly programs are held at the Sterling Heights Nature Center on the first Monday
of most months (unless otherwise noted).

Due to COVID-19 precautions, a few things
will be different this year. For one, this is not
a potluck event, so no one is expected to
bring any passable/sharable food items. Second, in the event of rain, instead of moving
inside to the Nature Center, this event will
be cancelled, as the indoor space does not
provide room for safe social distancing. Let’s
keep our fingers crossed for good weather!

Monday, Sept. 14th, 7:00 p.m.
Annual Bonfire at Lake St. Clair
Metropark

Since things are always subject to change,
please stay in touch via our website, Facebook page, and in subsequent Earthstar issues. We appreciate your support, and look
forward to seeing you soon!

Eastern Kingbird, Photo by Andrea Rose

Grab your lawn chair, roasting forks, hot
dogs, s’mores fixin’s, and a beverage, and
join us for a fun evening around the fire.
Meet near the Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center. The firepit area is near the side

Halloween Pennant Dragonfly, Photo by Andrea Rose
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As of now, there is no planned meeting for
October, though as we discuss the logistics
of virtual options, we will keep you posted.
Please follow the Macomb Audubon Society’s Facebook page for updates.

Field Trips
There are no current plans for field trips, as
per COVID-19 response.
So far, it looks like December’s Christmas
Bird Count will still happen, but again, please
stay tuned for forthcoming details and/or
possible changes to the way we operate during this event.

In Other Bird News…
New Birding Opportunities:
A Message from Ruth Glass
The following are new birding opportunities
in the area:
Macomb Township is opening a new Nature
Park on the south side of 26 Mile Road, just
east of Card Road. This is a 40-acre park of
primarily second-growth forest, with mature
forest at the south end, and two ponds centrally located. The tract is the west end of a
larger forest tract, so the edges that border
adjacent farmland tend to trap or attract
good numbers of passerines. The tract
stands between Coon Creek and the North

Branch of the Clinton River, making it a likely
spot to find spring and fall migrants using
nearby river corridors as well.
I have added an eBird HotSpot designation
for the park, so please be sure to record any
species you see in the park, using this
HotSpot. Having birding data will be very
helpful to the township as they move forward with grant applications to secure monies for the park, which will remain a natural
area (no sports fields, etc.).
Next, the Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park off
Snell Road, at the Macomb / Oakland county
line, has just cut and cleared some temporary walking paths, including a temporary
connector path between the Wetland Mitigation Bank’s (WMB) Overlook Hill, and the
Stony Creek Ravine itself – making for some
amazingly scenic hiking and birding. Watch
your step on the temporary paths for uneven
ground and woody debris.
To access the park at this point in time, one
must park on Snell, preferably south of the
WMB fenced area, and walk a short distance
west to the park’s service / maintenance
gate, marked with ‘no parking’ signs. Unfortunately, it may be next year before the
parking lot and entrance are constructed,
due to COVID delays.
The HCMA connector to the park, from Stony
Creek’s West Branch area, has been delayed
as well. In the interim, it is suggested to walk
/ bike the service road, and exit onto Snell by
the tall white communication tower.
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Stay safe and good birding!
Hope to see you on the trails,
Ruth Glass

Bird Behaviors Checklist
(Adapted from the Council for
Environmental Education)
1. Singing or calling (identify male or female
if you can!)

Observing Birds Checklist:
A Fun Exercise Passed Along
by Brenda Suchenek

2. Preening

Since the pandemic, many people are birding from home. We may see the same species day in and day out, but that doesn’t
mean there aren’t new things to observe.
Why not focus on things like song, behavior,
relationships, and habitat rather than species identification alone? We all have a real
opportunity to get to know the birds close to
home. So, enjoy this checklist of bird behaviors to watch for.

5. Taking a dust bath

Look at the following checklist. Check off
those behaviors you find around your house
(or your preferred birding spot) and identify
the species doing the behavior. Share your
discoveries with us on the Macomb Audubon Facebook page, or send them to our
newsletter editor for a possible future feature.

3. Bathing in water
4. Wading in water

6. Feeding
7. Soaring
8. Flying
9. Hovering mid-air
10. Flying with a worm or insect in its
mouth
11. Flying with or gathering twigs, grass,
leaves, etc.
12. Perching on a limb/branch
13. Perching on the edge of the nest
14. Perching somewhere else (note where)
15. Hopping on the ground
16. Standing on the ground
17. Climbing a trunk
18. Hanging upside down from a branch
19. Chiseling
20. Flocking together in a group
21. Small birds chasing a large bird
22. Other (list behavior)

Carolina Wren visit, Photo by Paul Messing
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About Our
Organization

the Earthstar, please send by the 12th of
the preceding month to:

The Macomb Audubon Society is a subchapter of Michigan Audubon.

parchmentheart@hotmail.com

Monthly programs are normally held the
first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
the Sterling Heights Nature Center, located
at 42700 Utica Rd. (south and east of the
Van Dyke/Utica Rd. intersection, north of
19 Mile Rd.). These and other Macomb
Audubon events are open to the public.
Come alone or bring a friend - all are welcome!

Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)

Members may receive this newsletter by
mail, electronically, or both (though we encourage the electronic option to save some
trees)! If you receive your email newsletter
electronically – please be sure to stay current with your dues! Thank you.

The Macomb Audubon Society is a nonprofit organization with the mission to:
• Promote interest in the world of nature
and to aid in the conservation of natural
resources.
• Provide an outlet for nature activities via
field trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the exchange
of knowledge and experience through lectures, films, discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide people of
all ages with opportunities to experience
these above given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming a member
today! To join, complete the form included
on the inside back cover and bring it to our
next meeting or follow the instructions on
where to send it.
The Earthstar newsletter is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July,
September, and November). If you wish to
submit relevant content to be included in
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Letter from the President,
Paul Messing
Every year seems to bring different opportunities, challenges, and experiences. This year is certainly one for the books. I’m nearing a milestone bird count, although with things seeming so
hectic, I can’t really say that’s been my focus. Anyway, for those that are counting, may you reach
your next great milestone sooner rather than later!
One tool I’ve been having fun trying out (and is helping me get to my next milestone) is a tool
from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, BirdNET. Of course, I learned about it from another webinar (click here to access). This program can be downloaded as an app or simply used by submitting to the website
(birdnet.cornell.edu/api) to analyze audio files of birds. For those who may want to sample some of my recent recordings, check out this folder (www-personal.umich.edu/~pmessing/nature/birdcalls). You can download the files, and
then go to birdnet.cornell.edu/api to have them analyzed. Upload the file and see if you hear the bird calling as the
analysis scrolls across the bottom of the spectrograph as the recording is played. I used the Voice Recording app on my
phone to record. When doing this, I had to go to settings and make sure it was at the High (256kbps/48kHz) setting.
On the conservation front, some of you may be following news about the interpretation of the Migratory Bird
Act. Audubon (at a national level) has stepped up to continue a longstanding level of protection for birds and is
winning in the courts as of this writing. Follow your favorite news outlet or check out the Audubon report here
or at https://www.audubon.org/.
You may also find enlightening reading that relates history of racial injustice with the namesake of the entire
chain of Audubon chapters. At any level, I think it behooves us all to read and reflect on the history and where we are
today. I feel that so much is right about Audubon and all the work that is done on behalf of wildlife; I hope we can all
gain a perspective by reading and understanding the struggles and what strides may remain for all to participate in this
great purpose we find in our examination of nature.
On a lighter note, I had fun installing a compost kit in the yard. This should help me divert some items that otherwise
would get shipped off to a landfill. Perhaps I’m the last one to think of this, but better late than never. I’ll have to see
if this attracts any other birds (for the worm-stock or even the raw meat).
I hope you are all looking forward to getting together as much as
I am, at the annual bonfire this year! With all the protections in
place, it should be a safe and rewarding evening, weather permitting. Bring your high spirits, stories, a mask, and a chair.
Stay safe and happy birding!
Paul Messing, Macomb Audubon President
(Photos by Paul Messing –
Previous page: A child’s love of nature, adventures in composting This page:
Red-spotted Purple Butterfly)
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Editor’s Note
Happy waning summer to all you Nature Lovers.
For starters, I’d like to follow up on something I offered in our last issue – the
invitation to join me virtually for a bird-themed chair yoga class. This video is
gentle and completely seated, with stretches for the shoulders, neck, and even
the eyes (all areas we can strain while birding). You may access this practice via my Little Bird Nerd page, or
click here for the direct YouTube link.
Speaking of YouTube videos, click here for another short video I captured recently, encapsulating the moment I saw my first ever Snowberry Clearwing Moth. If you’ve never seen this species, you’re in for a real
treat! Think hummingbird meets bumblebee meets fairy, and that pretty much sums it up! I’ve been waiting
to find this species for years since I’ve known about them. But sometimes, having to wait makes the moment
even more special. This particular sighting was near the Inwood/Habitat Trail sections of Stony Creek Metropark, though I’ve heard Wolcott Mill Metropark is also a great place to check.
The Snowberry Clearwing was just one of the few new butterflies and moths I’ve seen recently. An amazing
weeklong trip to the UP (Muskallonge Lake, Munising, and Steuben areas) produced sightings of White Admirals (a variant of the Red-spotted Purple from Paul’s pictures), and the dazzling Aphrodite Fritillary (ID
helped by a friend because the fritillaries all look very similar)! As I walked through sprawling lengths of the
Hiawatha National Forest, I was inspired to record some words about these beauties. Here’s an excerpt:
The dragonfly flies like it’s looking for something,
Like a helicopter hovering over the field.
Wood nymphs fly with a loping flight,
Heavy, dropping down, and sputtering back
up.
The fritillaries dart fast,
In and out,
Hard to catch.
White Admirals seem to take advantage of
their wings the most,
Keeping them open and gliding.
…All the while,
I’m listening to the salutations of chickadees,
The cheers of pewees,
And the continual rising and falling
tones of the cicadas,
The forest’s eternal oms.
Follow my Little Bird Nerd page on Facebook at facebook.com/littlebirdnerd/
Happy Birding! Love, Andrea Rose
(Aphrodite Fritillary photo by Andrea Rose)
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Partners, Contacts, Support
Organizations We Support:
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Michigan Nature Association,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Tomlinson Arboretum,
Wildlife Recovery Association

Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at one of our local
Wild Birds Unlimited stores in
-Grosse Pointe Woods or
-Macomb
_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing: macombaudubon@gmail.com
1st VP (Programs)
Brenda Suchenek: bsuchenek@sterling-heights.net
nd
2 VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Colleen Traylor & Micki Special:
grandmothernature2@gmail.com & maxfiles1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Vacant
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch: mamachach38@gmail.com
Facebook Representative Barbara Baldinger bbwren@yahoo.com
Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Vacant
Christmas Bird Count Brian McGee brianmcgee@wowway.com
Conservation/Legislation
Vacant
Historian
Vacant
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Michael Ciaciuch
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Denis & Laura Barbour
Earthstar Newsletter Editor
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
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