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Programs

Monday, Oct. 7th, 7:00 p.m.

Monthly programs are held at the Sterling
Heights Nature Center unless otherwise noted.

Daryl Bernard Presents – “Birding
the State in 83 Ways – A Foray into
County Birding”

Monday, Sept. 9th, 7:00 p.m.
Annual Bonfire at Lake St. Clair
Metropark
Grab your lawn chair, roasting forks, hot
dogs/buns, s’mores fixins and a beverage, and
join us for a fun evening around the fire at the
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center! Bring a
potluck dessert to share if you would like. Mustard and catsup will be provided. In the event of
rain, we’ll move inside the nature center and
put a fire in the fireplace! Bring a friend and enjoy this time together after our summer break.

Daryl Bernard’s presentation will venture into
the exciting world of county birding! Daryl is on
a mission to see at least 100 birds in all of Michigan’s counties. Come and hear about his project and the experiences he’s had along the way.
Daryl Bernard is the Executive Director of Seven
Ponds Nature Center and is an avid birder.
Daryl’s presentation style is a lot of fun – come
and be entertained!

Photos by Andrea Rose.
Left: 2018 Annual Bonfire.
Above: Ferns, taken on a May county birding trip
with Daryl Bernard!
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Sneak Peeks (the rest of the year’s meetings):
• Monday, November 4th, 7:00 p.m.
o Tom Heatley Presents, “Birding in
Tanzania”

• Monday, December 2nd, 6:30 p.m.
o Annual Christmas Potluck and

Members’ Slideshow Program

Click here to go to the informative website for
more info and directions. The entrance to the
wildlife refuge is west of the main headquarters.
Wildlife Auto Tour address is – 6000 Bishop Rd,
Saginaw, MI 48601. Meet at the entrance at
8am. I suggest bringing your lawn chair, food
(lunch, snacks), and of course water. See you
there!

Saturday, Oct. 12th

Field Trips
*For questions about field trips, contact Micki
Special or Colleen Traylor (see page 7 for contact info)

Saturday, Sept. 28th, 8:00 a.m.
Shiawassee NWR Driving Tour
The drive through the refuge is 6 ½ miles long.
Along the way we’ll be driving through several
different habitats with access to observation
towers for a bird’s eye view. Joining us will be
Flora from Genesee Audubon (Flora decided to
join us on a trip to Belle Isle several years ago
and has been coming on all our field trips since
then). She lives 45 minutes from the refuge and
is quite familiar with the area. An avid birder, it’ll
be great to have her along.

Michigan CraneFest 2019
Put on by Michigan Audubon in partnership with
the Kiwanis Club of Battle Creek – the festival
runs from noon until dusk. There is no fee for
the festival, but there is a parking fee. Meet in
the parking lot at noon (we’ll find each other) –
Bring food, water, lawn chairs (it’s a must to sit
and wait in the evening for the Cranes to come
in to roost), and wear your walking shoes! There
is plenty to see and do. Click here for more info
and directions go to their website: MI CraneFest
2019 – Hope to see you there!
We’re also planning a color tour and crane viewing trip to Haehnle Sanctuary and surrounding
area in November. Stay tuned!

Environmental
Updates
By: Alizah Mooman

Proposed Solar Energy Farms in
Saginaw County

Photo by Andrea Rose. Snowy Egrets.

The California renewable energy company, Cypress Creek Renewables, is planning to invest
$2.54 million in a solar energy farm in Kochville
Township. Some citizens express concern with
this project, claiming the land could be better
used for farming or housing. The project would
offset 2,800 tons of carbon emissions per year,
and will provide tax revenue for the township
and income for landowners. A public hearing
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will be held in September to address resident
concerns and the future of the project.

Fish Habitat Restoration in
Saginaw Bay
Construction began this August for a project
aiming to restore fish habitat in Saginaw Bay.
The project will create rock reefs by dumping
nearly 23,000 rocks in the bay and will cost $1
million. The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) is managing the project with funding from the EPA, Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network, and the
Office of the Great Lakes. When finished, the
reef will encompass 3 acres and promote fish reproduction within the rocky structures.

In Other Bird News…
Whiting Forest of Dow Gardens
Birding Festival
Friday, Sept. 19 – Sunday, Sept. 21
Birders of all abilities and expertise are invited
to Midland, Michigan for the inaugural Whiting
Forest of Dow Gardens Birding Festival, September 19-21, 2019. Attendees will learn from more
than 20 distinguished conservationists, researchers, photographers, naturalists, and environmental educators. Over 30 dynamic sessions
will be offered on topics such as Kirtland’s Warbler Conservation, raptor identification, and
birding by ear. The capstone of the festival is
keynote speaker, David Allen Sibley, presenting
The Art of Identification. Sibley is the author and
illustrator of the series of successful guides to
nature that bear his name, including The New
York Times best seller The Sibley Guide to Birds.
During the festival, experienced guides await to
provide tours of wildlife refuges, nature centers,
and conservancy properties throughout the
Great Lakes Bay Region. Additional offerings include sailing on the Tall Ship Appledore, birding
by kayak on local waterways, a family five

senses walk, and golf cart tours for mobility-limited participants. Instructional workshops at
Whiting Forest will be led by noted bird illustrator Catherine Hamilton, award-winning Michigan photographer David Stimac, and creative
non-fiction and nature writing instructor, Dr.
Kevin Koch.
A special evening reception at the recently-unveiled Whiting Forest of Dow Gardens will allow
guests to join birds in the treetops on the nation’s longest canopy walk, soaring up to 40 feet
above the ground. Whiting Forest features 54
acres of woodlands, ponds, apple orchard,
meadows and stream along 1.5 miles of accessible pathways and additional nature trails. The
Alden B. Dow-designed Whiting home welcomes guests as a Visitor Center. Other features
include a playground, apple orchard, Whiting
Forest Café, Snake Creek restoration and two
pedestrian bridges.
Accommodations: Festival guests will stay at
the H Hotel, in the heart of Downtown Midland,
where concurrent sessions, meals, and the keynote presentation will be held. The H Hotel is located within walking distance of many local restaurants, shops, and parks. A group rate is offered for participants with reservations already
available by clicking here.
Partners: Dow Gardens is pleased to partner
with local organizations dedicated to conservation, nature education, and sustainable living.
Local partners include Chippewa Nature Center,
Saginaw Bay Land Conservancy, Little Forks Conservancy, and Chippewa Watershed Conservancy. Additional support is provided by Go Great
Lakes Bay Convention and Visitors Bureau and
The Nature Conservancy.
We hope you’re able to join this September as a
Festival participant. For your convenience, a
flyer with festival information can also be found
by clicking here. Please feel free to share this information with your family and friends!
You’ll find full festival details by clicking here.
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Contributions
We appreciate those who bring refreshments
and treats to our monthly meetings.
Your generosity makes our time together even
sweeter. Please consider bringing something to
share at the next meeting, especially if you have
not done it before – your kindness is appreciated in advance.
The following individuals have made recent financial contributions to The Macomb Audubon Society:

Contributor Level
Frances Lautner
Thank you for your generous support!

Utica Rd. (south and east of the Van
Dyke/Utica Rd. intersection, north of 19 Mile
Rd.). These and other Macomb Audubon
events are open to the public. Come alone or
bring a friend - all are welcome!
The Macomb Audubon Society is a non-profit
organization with the mission to:
• Promote interest in the world of nature and
to aid in the conservation of natural resources.
• Provide an outlet for nature activities via field
trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the exchange of
knowledge and experience through lectures,
films, discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide people of all
ages with opportunities to experience these
above given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming a member today! To join, complete the form included on
the inside back cover and bring it to our next
meeting or follow the instructions for where to
send it.
The Earthstar Newsletter is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July, September,
and November). If you wish to submit relevant
content to be included in the Earthstar, please
send by the 12th of the preceding month to:
Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
parchmentheart@hotmail.com

About Our Organization
The Macomb Audubon Society is a subchapter
of Michigan Audubon.

Members may receive this
newsletter by mail, electronically, or both (though
we encourage the electronic option to save some
trees!

Monthly programs are normally held the first
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Sterling Heights Nature Center, located at 42700
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A Letter from the President,
Paul Messing
Welcome back, everyone! I hope you had a chance to get away from the everyday, to relax, take
in new sights, and do what reinvigorates you! If you’re anything like me, you made sure to get
outside. The weather here had certainly taken a drier trend than earlier in the year. It sure comes
in waves. After having my rain barrels empty for a few weeks, slam, they were all filled in a matter
of minutes.
Things have ceased to amaze me again this year. Butterflies have
abounded, a mallard family walked through the backyard, and I saw
a family of Green Herons at work. Yes, new to our company’s bird
list in Warren, were a family which apparently nested on an islet of
willows in the reflecting pool. This offered some nice views of the
juveniles relaxing on the pebbled shore, beginning to stalk fish, and
wading in to get their catch! This was an exciting surprise to see when
returning from vacation in July. Even though I had seen Green Herons in the past, this closer look at the rearing of the young gave a new
perspective and encouraged met o read and learn more about the
habitat of this bird. There’s always so much to learn.
Vacationing also brought time to explore and make some new finds. This included a trip to the east coast where I
spotted two different scoters, both new to me, the Black Scoter and Surf Scoter. This was a rare bird for Dare County,
North Carolina. I submitted photo and info to eBird.org and you will all get a chance to see more about this and other
birds at our meeting in December! Another life bird along the shore was a Sandwich Tern. Finally, just down from
where we stayed, Purple Martins rounded out my lifers for the trip.
I’m excited to see everyone again and hear what people have been seeing, what good things you have been doing, and
learning new things from each other and from the upcoming speakers!
One order of business in the fall is elections of officers. We have any people volunteering for various positions, both elected and appointed. If you would,
please familiarize yourself with all the positions and
please consider what position(s) you may enjoy! If
you have any questions, please let me know. Details
of the positions can be found on our website by navigating through the “Contacts” tab on the left, then
“Job Descriptions”, or by going directly to
www.macombaudubon.org/MAS_Job_Descriptions_20.html.
Now I’m off to check out the monarchs in the yard.
I have 25 tags to help the University of Kansas Monarch Watch program to track their migration.
Have a great fall and Happy Birding!
-Paul Messing, Macomb Audubon President
(Photos by Paul Messing. Monarch in the yard, Purple Martin colony).
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Editor’s Note
Hello friends! I hope you’ve been enjoying your summertime! This month,
I’d like to share a few thoughts about one of my favorite birds, the Turkey
Vulture. Although some may consider this bird creepy or ugly, I have a
much higher opinion of the species. I know the Turkey Vulture eats dead
things, thus purifying and cleansing our ecosystem and our world. I also find their flight style fascinating,
as they glide without much effort on thermal air currents, nearly weightless. So, without further ado, I’m
sharing some thoughts straight from my journal. I wrote these thoughts in July, while sitting at a rest
stop during my solo road trip home from Connecticut. I had been driving in the mountains committing
to noticing as much as I could, and to resisting the urge to think about the destination. During those
hours, I had plenty of time to reflect on my surroundings, including those shadowy figures in the sky
above.
“I wanted to watch and notice all around me, all the passing sights and sensations. It became a sitting/moving meditation, like each part of the drive was forever, the only one. I noticed sloping fields
of wildflowers; butterflies fluttering throughout and flanking the road. Turkey Vultures soared over
valleys, rivers, woods, and mountains – graceful and airy as always. The Turkey Vulture is a spirit bird
for me. It so exemplifies sukha, that yogic concept of lightness, air, flexibility, adaptability, and responsiveness… GRACE. It’s also about purification, clarity, consuming and transforming death and
waste to life and flight. Cathartes aura, their scientific name... Catharsis. Movement. That moment
where something clicks and makes sense. That burst of momentum and feeling. That release. Aura –
a glow, a light, an energy field, sweet silhouette in the sky – black fingers reaching, collecting, connecting.”

Pretty soon, most of our vultures will be migrating southward, so I felt this was a fitting time to share
these thoughts. Besides, Halloween is around the corner, and, like Halloween, this bird is certainly associated with death. But, also like Halloween, the Turkey Vulture’s connection to death should be celebrated, for it is truly an invaluable part of the cycle of life.
Follow my Little Bird Nerd page on Facebook by clicking here!
Happy Birding!
Love, Andrea Rose
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Proud Supporters of Macomb Audubon Society
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Wild Life Recovery Association,
Michigan Nature Association,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Michigan Audubon RRBO

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing: macombaudubon@gmail.com
st
1 VP (Programs)
Holly Vaughn Joswick: vaughnh@michigan.gov
2nd VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Colleen Traylor & Micki Special:
grandmothernature2@gmail.com & maxfiles1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Micki Smith:
micki35@wowway.com
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch: mamachach38@gmail.com

_______________________________
Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at one of our local
Wild Birds Unlimited stores in
-Grosse Pointe Woods or
-Macomb
_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation/Legislation
Historian
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Earthstar Newsletter Editor

Vacant
Barb Baldinger: barbarab@tir.com
Alizah Mooman
Vacant
Betty Ebert & Angela Slayton
Denis & Laura Barbour
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Ray Lalonde
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
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