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Programs
Our free monthly programs are held the first
Monday of the month at the Sterling
Heights Nature Center, 42700 Utica Road.

Mon., Nov. 7th, 7:00 p.m.
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avian species. Come hear about his
yearlong adventures birding our great
state.
Social hour starts at 6:30 p.m. with the
presentation beginning at 7:00 p.m. at
the Sterling Heights Nature Center.
Follow us on Facebook and check our
website to stay connected.

“A Bird in the Hand”

Mon., Dec. 5th, 6:30 p.m.
Annual Photo & Food Share
Our final meeting of the year will include our annual photo sharing tradition and a shared meal.

Terry Grabill in His Element

In 2021, Terry Grabill birded all 83
Michigan counties! Along the way, he
logged over 30,000 miles, met some
awesome people, and recorded 323

Your Macomb Audubon Society Board
has decided to provide the food for
the evening, granted you tell us you’ll
be there. Plastic ware will be available, but you are invited to bring your
own reusable plate and utensils. Bring
your own beverage and enjoy a meal
with like-minded nature lovers.
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For the photo sharing portion, we will
have a slideshow of photos taken by
our members. Bring up to 20 of your
favorite nature-inspired photos you’ve
taken this year (in the form of a
thumb drive, SD card, cloud-shared, or
shared via Facebook/Instagram, et
cetera). Your pics don’t have to be of
professional quality and they can feature any nature subjects, not just
birds.
This meeting is a bit earlier than most,
with social hour at 6:00 p.m. and pizza
and salad served around 6:30 p.m.
Please RSVP to Brenda Suchenek at
naturecenter@sterling-heights.net
and let her know you plan on coming
so food can be ordered in proper
quantities.

Other Bird News
123rd Christmas Bird Count
Coordinator: Brian McGee
For over a century, the National
Audubon Society has collected data
from volunteers throughout the country on early winter bird populations.
Saturday, December 17th is the date of
Macomb Audubon Society’s 47th
Christmas Bird Count. If you have nev-

er participated in this annual event,
please think about volunteering to
help count the birds in our area. Many
of our members look forward to this
special occasion to bird with friends
and enjoy a hot soup/chili supper at
the end of the day, followed by a tally
of all the birds counted.
Sign-up sheets will be available at upcoming membership meetings. After
signing up, you will be assigned to an
area with other birders. Please offer
to split the cost of gas with the participants in each car. Area leaders will
receive a packet which shows their
territory and includes bird checklists.
These will be handed out at the December membership meeting.
The tally supper will be held on the
same evening of the count at 5:00
p.m. at the Stony Creek Metropark
Nature Center. Please consider volunteering to bring a crockpot of chili,
soup, snacks, or deserts to the tally.
Please remember to bring your own
soup bowl and spoon as well.
If you wish to participate and are unable to attend the meeting, contact
Brian McGee at
brianmcgee@wowway.com
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Owl-themed Auction /
Fundraiser

der will be announced at the December meeting and arrangements for delivery will be made at that time.

Join “Michigan Birds” on
Discord!
A Few of the Auctionable Items

Macomb Audubon member Anne
Crots has been cleaning house and has
some owl-themed decor items she no
longer wants. She came up with the
creative idea to hold an auction of
items for our members. Even better,
proceeds will be donated right back to
Macomb Audubon!
Items to be auctioned include: owl
shower curtain with owl hooks, owl
rugs, bath towels and hand towels,
owl-themed ceramic nesting bowls, a
flower pot, a lotion container, an owl
light switch plate cover, owl hand
soap, framed owl prints, stuffed owls,
an owl plaque, and silk flowers. These
items will be awarded as a bundle to a
single bidder.
A selection of these items will be
available for viewing at the November
meeting. Bids will be accepted at both
this and the December meeting, or via
email to Paul Messing at macombaudubon@gmail.com, prior to
December’s meeting. The highest bid-

Do you enjoy watching birds out your
window, on trips to your local park, or
even further afield? Consider downloading the free Discord app on your
smartphone and joining the group
“Michigan Birds”. Here, you’ll have access to rare bird alerts, bird migration
trends, and advice and input from
other local birders.
To get started, you can send an email
to macombaudubon@gmail.com From
there, you’ll be sent an invite and instructions from the host(s) on how to
join, how to navigate the app, and
guidelines as to what gets posted and
what doesn’t. There are also chat
groups by region which you can join as
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you desire. Engage with others on the
app and enhance your enjoyment of
birds across the state!

Contributions
The following individuals have made
recent contributions to The Macomb
Audubon Society:
Contributor Level
Marilyn Grosteffon
Thank you for your generous support!

About Us
The Macomb Audubon Society is a
subchapter of Michigan Audubon.
Monthly programs are normally held
the first Monday of each month at
7:00 p.m. at the Sterling Heights Nature Center, 42700 Utica Road. These
programs foster community and
friendship, and provide education and
entertainment for all ages. These and
other Macomb Audubon events are
open to the public.
The Macomb Audubon Society is a
non-profit organization with the mission to:

 Promote interest in the world of nature and to aid in the conservation of
natural resources.
 Provide an outlet for nature activities via field trips.
 Provide an opportunity for the exchange of knowledge and experience
through lectures, films, discussions
and newsletters.
 Aid organizations that provide people of all ages with opportunities to
experience these above given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming a
member today! To join, complete the
form included on the inside back cover and bring it to our next meeting or
follow the instructions on where to
send it. The Earthstar newsletter is
published bi-monthly (January, March,
May, July, September, and November).
If you wish to submit content to be
included in the Earthstar, please send
by the 12th of the preceding month
to: Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd) littlebirdnerd37@gmail.com
Members may receive this newsletter
by mail, electronically, or both
(though we encourage the electronic
option to save some trees)! Be sure to
stay current with your dues.
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President’s Letter
As we wrap up the fall season and the year, what another
fine year we had! Tallies for me include 16 new bird species
seen/heard, 136 monarchs tagged with my team, 400
pounds of trash out of the Clinton River Watershed, and
two birds saved! With over 10 years surveying for birds
around a tall building in Warren, I’ve never had an opportunity to save a bird
from a building collision until this year (and twice, nonetheless). While a Song
Sparrow gladly found its way up into the tree when I approached, a Baybreasted Warbler took a bit more effort. This warbler was particularly stubborn, but luckily I had a net handy. I found it facing south, looking dejected as
it failed to get through the vestibule glass. This often happens when birds see
through a window on one side of a building and through to a window on the
other side, creating the illusion they can fly straight through, which, of course,
they cannot. I thought a short move around the one-story entrance would allow it to be up-up-and on its way. No such luck. That only moved it to face
off with a larger two-story section of glass that it wanted to pass through. Luckily, either through its
past learnings or out of pure exhaustion, it quickly came to rest again as it met defeat. Low and
behold, I had a second chance to save this bird. This time, I contained
it while I walked 500 feet west to give it a more pleasant resting place
while it caught its breath. It was an experience I will not soon forget,
working to lend a hand to this imperiled individual. These birds go
through so much, from natural hurdles to man-made. It is eye-opening
to see what effort it takes to help even one of these birds be more
successful.
Besides stepping in and engaging in nature, it has also been fulfilling
to help others engage this season. From lining up three teams to
dive into a creek clean-up just a stone’s throw from our building’s
entrance, it was fulfilling to spread my desire to volunteer in the
Clinton River Watershed. It was such a delight to see everyone pitch
in to make the place look better than how we found it, and to
delight in the nature that abounds in this narrow channel. People
left with a real appreciation for the natural buffer that we share with
the plants and animals around us. With all this activity in September, I hope you’re not still wondering
how I’m doing at a daily bird checklist. Suffice it to say, that daily regimen gave way to all the other
activities. My streak ended at 245 days. I’m looking forward to getting caught up again looking for
that next new species, the rare find, and watch my newly-filled feeders. I hope you too are looking
forward to that next new thing, a new experience, new interactions with those you have not yet met. I
hope you get out and change the world for the better.
Happy Birding!
-Paul Messing, Macomb Audubon President
(Bay-breasted Warbler, by Paul Messing / Travelling with Black Swallowtails & Tagging Monarchs, by Jill Messing)
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Editor’s Note
Hello Bird Nerds,
For my letter today, I’m going to give some of my own personal thoughts on
things you’ve already read in this newsletter, starting with the annual photo share
gathering (see page one). It’s always such a great thing to see what everybody brings to the table. Some come
with high-quality camera images, others, with a unique perspective, and still others, magnificent stories to go
along with the images. To see through the eyes of another, to recognize what they notice, what they find
beautiful or interesting or worth capturing, the possibilities are endless! When I think about my own
photography style, my fav shots I take are always very up-close, zooming in on minutiae and microcosms (like
the petals of a flower, the wings of a bee, or moss at the base of a tree). I highly encourage RSVP’ing for this
meeting, bringing your own photos, and enjoying the show.
Next, I just have to talk about the Christmas Bird Count
(see page two). I say it every year, but I mean it - I look
forward to this event more than Christmas itself! To
spend an entire day, from dawn to dusk, hanging with
birding friends, jumping in and out of the car and onto
different trails, keeping your eyes open at all times to notice each and every single bird… It doesn’t matter if it’s
the most common bird you might normally whiz past;
every bird gets counted on the Christmas Bird Count! It’s
a great way to celebrate another year of this hobby and
passion that means so much to so many of us. Sometimes,
when we’re really lucky, we find a rarity or a bird we haven’t seen yet that year, like when my team and I found a Short-eared Owl on our count in 2017. What a rush!
Moving on to “Michigan Birds” on Discord (see page three), I can personally attest to the value of this app!
There have been so many times at Audubon meetings in the past where I or another birder has talked about a
recent bird sighting, and then others in the room have asked how we find all these birds or stay in touch with
bird happenings. Of course, there’s eBird, field guides, and good old personal exploration to help us, but
Discord is definitely another avenue to stay in-the-know. My good friend Andrew is one of the moderators,
and he did a great job creating easy-to-follow tutorials where you can get what you want out of the app and
ignore what you don’t. I personally don’t do much state-wide chasing these days, so I keep my Macomb alerts
on and only explore further when I choose to.
Finally, I’m really proud of Paul and his crew for all the work they do to protect and preserve our natural
spaces and creatures (see page five). From tagging monarchs to track them for research, to encouraging
others to pick up litter, to hand-guiding birds away from window strikes, this is what it means to not only
enjoy nature, but to give back. I Love that mutual relationship, and what a wonderful reminder that we are not
apart from Nature but a part of it. I’m so blessed to know so many people who care about the natural world
enough to protect it.
Wonder & wander freely, my friends.
Love, Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd or Instagram)
(Short-eared Owl, by Andrea Rose)
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Partners, Contacts, Support
Organizations We Support:
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Michigan Nature Association,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Tomlinson Arboretum,
Wildlife Recovery Association

Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at Wild Birds Unlimited in
Macomb or Grosse Pte. Woods

_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon@gmail.com
(ask to be added to Google group)

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
st
1 VP (Programs)
Brenda Suchenek: bsuchenek@sterling-heights.net
2nd VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Joanna Pease & Wade Leonard:
centhymeme@aol.com & wadeleonard1922@att.net
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Vacant
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch:
mamachach38@gmail.com
Facebook Representative Barbara Baldinger
bbwren@yahoo.com
Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation/Legislation
Historian
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Earthstar Newsletter Editor

Vacant
Brian McGee brianmcgee@wowway.com
Vacant
Vacant
Michael Ciaciuch
Denis & Laura Barbour
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
littlebirdnerd37@gmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
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