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Programs
Our free monthly programs are typically held on
the first Monday of most months, unless otherwise noted. See individual listings for times and
locations.

Mon., Nov. 1st, 7:00 p.m.
“Saving Our Seeds” w/
Bevin Cohen

Bevin Cohen, “The Seed Guy”

Mark your calendars for our next monthly
meeting, an exciting presentation by Bevin
Cohen, on how to save our seeds and live a
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more sustainable life. Cohen’s workshops
and lectures inspire his audiences to live
closer to the land through seeds, herbs, and
locally grown food. As lovers of the earth, we
can all certainly appreciate that!
Cohen is an author, herbalist, gardener,
seed, saver, educator, and owner of Small
House Farm, located in central Michigan, offering a full line of herbal wellness products
grown or gathered on and around the homestead. Cohen’s workshops have been described as “fascinating”, “informative”, and
“fun”. Past attendee, Jim W., says, “Bevin’s
exuberance and experience combine to create an engaging and educational event. Any
audience will be highly entertained by his
humor and energy!”
*Please note, this meeting will not be held
at the Sterling Heights Nature Center, rather, at the Sterling Heights Community
Center, located at 40250 Dodge Park, in
Seminar Room 2. Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.
Doors open for social hour at 6:30 p.m.
In-person programs are subject to change
depending on COVID restrictions. Follow our
website, Facebook, and emails for the most
up-to-date info.
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For a remote viewing link or recording of
this presentation, please email:
macombaudubon@gmail.com

All levels of photography are welcome. Everyone has a unique perspective to share, as
well as any accompanying stories you might
have to tell. We look forward to seeing what
YOU have seen this year.

Mon., Dec. 6th, 7:00 p.m.

This meeting will be held in the same location as our November meeting, at the Sterling Heights Community Center, 40250
Dodge Park, Seminar Room 2. Meeting starts
at 7:00 p.m. with doors and social hour starting at 6:30 p.m.

End of Year Photos & Food

We look forward to celebrating your connection to nature and birds throughout 2021.

Christmas Bird Count
Birders, by Andrea Rose

For our final meeting of the year, we will
have our annual photo sharing event with a
B.Y.O.D (bring your own dinner) style meal.
Bring whatever you’d like to eat, including
your own utensils. Passable food not required, though if you feel inclined, you may
bring prepackaged or individual dessert
items to share. Shareable items must be individually packed. Bottled water will be
available.
For the photo sharing portion, we will have a
slideshow of photos presented by our members. Bring up to 20 of your favorite natureinspired photos you’ve taken (in the form of
a thumb drive or SD card).

Sat., Dec. 18th, 2021
Leader: Brian McGee
For well over 100 years, the National Audubon Society has collected data from volunteers nationwide, specifically, data pertaining to early-winter bird populations.
This year’s Western Macomb County Christmas Bird Count, or CBC, will take place on
Saturday, December 18th.
Whether you’ve participated before or not,
please consider volunteering to help count
the birds in our area. Every bird counts, and
every volunteer helps the cause! You don’t
have to be an expert birder, as we try to create groups where volunteers can help each
other.
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Many of our Audubon members look forward to this special birding occasion yearround. One member says, “I honestly look
forward to this more than Christmas itself!”
At the end of a long day of counting birds, we
typically meet at the Stony Creek Nature
Center for a post-count tally. Due to COVID
restrictions, we had to forego that in-person
meeting last year. The current plan is to reinstate it once again, which makes the event
even more exciting! If all goes to plan, the
tally supper will be held at 5:00 p.m. on the
day of the count. Parameters include
B.Y.O.D. (bring your own dinner, carry-out or
brown bag style, including your own bowls,
plates, utensils). Please note, there will be
no microwaves. Hot water will be available
for coffee. If you’d like to bring a passable
dessert or snack, it must be individually
packaged. If something changes with our
ability to meet in person, we’ll continue to
update you via our Facebook, website, and
email.
CBC sign-up sheets should be available at our
November and December membership
meetings. After signing up, you will be assigned to a leader in an area with other birders. Area leaders will receive their packets at
the December membership meeting. If carpooling, please offer to contribute for the
cost of gas.
If you wish to participate and cannot attend
the monthly meetings, or if you have any
other questions, please contact Brian McGee
at brianmcgee@wowway.com. Hope you
can make this part of your holiday tradition!

Winter Ducks in Flight, by Andrea Rose

About Our
Organization
The Macomb Audubon Society is a subchapter of Michigan Audubon.
Monthly programs are normally held the
first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
the Sterling Heights Nature Center, located
at 42700 Utica Rd. (south and east of the
Van Dyke/Utica Rd. intersection, north of
19 Mile Rd.).
These and other Macomb Audubon events
are open to the public. Come alone or bring
a friend - all are welcome!
The Macomb Audubon Society is a nonprofit organization with the mission to:
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• Promote interest in the world of nature
and to aid in the conservation of natural
resources.
• Provide an outlet for nature activities via
field trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the exchange
of knowledge and experience through lectures, films, discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide people of
all ages with opportunities to experience
these above given objectives.

Snowy Egret, by Paul Messing

Support our efforts by becoming a member
today! To join, complete the form included
on the inside back cover and bring it to our
next meeting or follow the instructions on
where to send it.
The Earthstar newsletter is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July,
September, and November).
If you wish to submit relevant content to
be included in the Earthstar, please send
by the 12th of the preceding month to:

Green Heron, by Paul Messing

Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Members may receive this newsletter by
mail, electronically, or both (though we encourage the electronic option to save some
trees)! If you receive your email newsletter
electronically – please be sure to stay current with your dues! Thank you.

iNaturalist Map of Tomlinson Arboretum
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Letter from the President,
Paul Messing
It was great to see our Macomb Audubon family at the bonfire in September, and
at our return to in-person meeting in October! For those who couldn’t make it, we
shared stories, heard about some books from Wade, were invited to join an iNaturalist Tomlinson Arboretum Project by Barb, and enjoyed a presentation from Erin
Rowen, focused on secretive marsh birds that enjoy the “flats” at the mouths of the
Detroit and St. Clair Rivers. Check out this link she provided at Audubon’s Vision for Restoring the Great
Lakes for Birds and People. I was excited to see people renewing their memberships to Macomb Audubon,
volunteering or nominating their colleagues for some open positions on the Executive Committee, and sharing individually-wrapped snacks with one another. It was great to get back to a safe re-start!
Fall has brought many changes to what I’ve been seeing in my yard and at work. I’m getting ready for another
season of FeederWatch. I tend not to feed birds so much during the summer, except those hummingbirds.
It’s a real treat to see them come to the feeders. Besides birds, I wonder if the raccoon that I caught on video
going up and down my tree will return when I put out more feed! At work, with the change of the season,
some of the birds have left. Some new species are migrating through, and some are sticking around a bit
longer than expected. I had the rare opportunity to see Snowy Egret in Macomb County. It stayed for at
least three days, and I was able to document enough to get my sighting confirmed in eBird. I’ve also seen
Redhead, Palm Warbler, and my first Dark-eyed Junco of the season. The Redhead was a juvenile, so not so
red of a head as those I hope to see congregating in the coming weeks, but it is still nice to see that first one
return. The Palm Warbler is unmistakable, with its bobbing tail. The Dark-eyed Junco was a bit further north
up at Seven Ponds Nature Center in Dryden. According to eBird, they’ve returned to our area as well. Once
bird that has been sticking around into the second week of October is a Green Heron. It hasn’t been a very
common sight at work, but I stumbled across it when looking to refind the Snowy. I got a few “digiscoped”
images with my cell phone carefully held up to my binoculars. The sighting also needed documentation, as
evidence to back up its late-season presence. It just goes to show, even something that may be common one
moment can be rare the next.
When I sat down to write this column, I had just stumbled upon a lucky Birder of the Month, chosen by
Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s eBird. I recognized the name, as I’ve searched many a checklist for what can
be found in Macomb County. Read more about how Vikki Jones was drawn randomly to win new optics.
Vikki won this chance by submitting at least 20 eBird checklists with rated sound recordings in September.
The article goes on to call out her “spark bird”, a Red-headed Woodpecker at her feeder, and how she has
submitted a checklist each day for the last four years! See how you might have a chance as well by meeting
their eBird monthly challenge. I am working on continuing a streak of birding checklists. I see that some
people find the time, and are quite dedicated to making a checklist every day, in fact for many days, in some
cases. I’m at a 12-day streak as of this writing. I hope to meet the goal I set of 30 days by the time you read
this. If I reach that, we’ll see if I make it a habit and keep it up even longer.
As the leaves change, so too will the things we see day-to-day, week-to-week, and month-to-month. That’s
what I find so interesting about the change of seasons. Whether you sit and soak up the moment for its nonspecific pleasure, or like to document and compare from year to year what you see, I hope you are all making
the best of the change in seasons. Whether you travel for the new season, or stay put for what winter has in
store, be safe out there. Join us for our upcoming meetings, special holiday events, and stay tuned for more
field trips! Happy Birding! -Paul Messing, Macomb Audubon President
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Editor’s Note
Hello Bird Nerds! I hope you’re all enjoying this deep dive into fall. As if on
cue for the soon-to-come Halloween night, temperatures have been dropping
and rains have been drizzling. I’ve even seen my first signs of frost, at the end
of long mornings, where it seems I’ve been awake for hours before the light
hits. Although I’m a spring girl through and through, I don’t remember feeling as comfortable, grateful, and
simply full of love for fall to the extent I have this year. Perhaps it was the especially humid summer we had,
but my soul just feels ready for it!
Although spring is my favorite season, I think fall might be the best-smelling one. I’ve been doing an “inktober
poetry” challenge this month, where I write a poem a day, prompted by a different word each day. Here are a
few of my poems I thought you might enjoy. The first is from the word “myriad”, from 10/17. The second is
from the 4th, where “bird” was, quite literally, “the word”:
Fall is the best-smelling season.
Leaf “litter”,
Sweetgrass,
Bouquets of squash and gourds,
Maturing herb gardens,
Chilling rain,
Sweaters and jackets with cedar closet perfume.
A myriad of spicy, sweet, and slightly soggy scents to inhale,
Lift us up,
And almost make us forget we’re falling.
B.old
I.ridescence
R.ising
D.rifting
B.uoyant
I.mp
R.eborn
D.ancing
B.ravely
I.gnited
R.iding
D.reams
If you’d like to see the full list of word prompts and read some of my other poems, follow me on Instagram at
instagram.com/inbodiednature
Happy birding and happy falling,
Love, Andrea Rose (aka Little Bird Nerd)
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Partners, Contacts, Support
Organizations We Support:
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Michigan Nature Association,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Tomlinson Arboretum,
Wildlife Recovery Association

Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at one of the local
Wild Birds Unlimited stores in
-Grosse Pointe Woods or
-Macomb
_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon@gmail.com
(ask to be added to Google group)

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing: macombaudubon@gmail.com
1st VP (Programs)
Brenda Suchenek: bsuchenek@sterling-heights.net
nd
2 VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Colleen Traylor & Micki Special:
grandmothernature2@gmail.com & maxfiles1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Vacant
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch: mamachach38@gmail.com
Facebook Representative Barbara Baldinger bbwren@yahoo.com
Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Vacant
Christmas Bird Count Brian McGee brianmcgee@wowway.com
Conservation/Legislation
Vacant
Historian
Vacant
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Michael Ciaciuch
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Denis & Laura Barbour
Earthstar Newsletter Editor
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
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