EARTHSTAR
NEWSLETTER OF THE MACOMB AUDUBON SOCIETY
http://www.macombaudubon.org

Programs
Our free monthly programs are held at the Sterling Heights Nature Center on the first Monday
of most months (unless otherwise noted).

Monday, Nov. 16th, 7:00 p.m.
How to eBird – eBird Essentials
for Macomb Audubon
In lieu of our November Audubon meeting,
our president, Paul Messing, will host a
Zoom meeting (and/or phone call-in) on the
fundamentals of using eBird (Cornell Lab of
Ornithology’s free database / online birding
tool).
In preparation for this meeting, you can first
take a free eBird essentials online course
through Cornell, which will help give you
some basic information before our meeting.
To sign up for that course, visit https://academy.allaboutbirds.org/courses/ebird-essentials/
Bring any questions to our meeting on the
16th, where you will hear highlights about
eBird, and see a live demonstration of the
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app; which you can later use to document
your birding life list(s), research what birds
are in an area, and stay in-tune with the latest sightings that may interest you.
To join our Zoom meeting on Monday, November 16th, at 7:00pm, click here, or go to
www.macombaudubon.org, where the link
is also housed.
If you’re not comfortable using Zoom on
your computer, you can simply call into the
meeting using your phone (if you don’t have
a microphone on your computer, you can
call with your phone for audio, and connect
with your computer simultaneously for visual). For these options, simply dial (312) 6266799 and be ready with Meeting ID: 873
2256 5383, Passcode: 349034.
Once admitted to the meeting, feel free to
type questions in the chat feature, or send
your questions to
macombaudubon@gmail.com
Although we appreciate these virtual options, we understand there may be members
who’d rather view this Zoom presentation in
person. We are excited to announce, for a
small number of people, that will be an option!
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Brenda Suchenek of the Sterling Heights Nature Center is now able to offer limited capacity attendance at the Nature Center.
Those interested in this option should contact Brenda at naturecenter@sterlingheights.net, or call (586) 446-2712 and leave
a message expressing your interest and leaving your contact info.
This message or email will put your name on
the list of possible in-person attendees. You
will then be contacted to verify if you made
the list, and later asked to fill out a waiver
and COVID questionnaire. Masks will be required during the in-person presentation, as
will social distancing. Since the in-person option will coordinate with Paul’s Zoom meeting, the timing will be the same – Monday,
November 16th at 7:00pm.

Monday, Dec. 7th, 7:00 p.m.
Annual Member Slideshow
Program (minus potluck)

inspired photos you’ve taken throughout the
year. Please submit them to macombaudubon@gmail.com to be included.
If you’re more comfortable submitting your
photos as hard copies, you can call Brenda at
the Nature Center to make an appointment
to drop of your photos, which she’ll scan and
include in our virtual show. Last day to drop
off photos (by appointment), is December
2nd.
No matter if you think your photos are “good
enough”, everyone’s perspective is unique,
and everyone has different observations and
stories to tell. We look forward to seeing
what you have to share with the group.
Join this meeting by clicking here, or go to
www.macombaudubon.org, where the link
will be housed.
Just like with November’s meeting, you
could instead use the phone call-in option by
calling (312) 626-6799, and this time enter
Meeting ID: 861 8887 0295, Passcode:
994899. Even if you call in and use your
phone for audio, because this is a visual
presentation, it’s strongly recommended
you use the computer option too for the visual aspect.
Again, once admitted, feel free to type questions in the chat feature, or send them to
macombaudubon@gmail.com

Pine Grosbeak, by Andrea Rose

In light of social distancing this year, our annual December get-together to share member photos will be held via Zoom meeting.
Everyone is invited to submit 5 nature-

Like November’s meeting, there will also be
a concurrent, limited-capacity in-person option at the Sterling Heights Nature Center on
Monday, December 7th, at 7:00pm. Follow
the same steps listed for the November
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meeting to get your name on the limited list
of in-person attendees.
We appreciate there are more steps to attending these meetings, but we hope you’ll
be able to make one of these options work
so we can connect as a group, whether in
person or from afar. Do not hesitate to reach
out with any questions!

also pollinator and other gardens distributed
on the property. Currently, 112 species of
birds have been recorded at Tomlinson Arboretum!

Field Trips
We are working on logistics for future bird
walks and field trips, but for now, we figure
we would highlight a local birding area you
may not have frequented yet, hoping you
will take the invitation to plan your own selfguided “field trip”.

Feature Birding Spot:
Tomlinson Arboretum
Sent by Barb Baldinger
Tomlinson Arboretum consists of approximately 24 acres nestled between subdivisions in Clinton Township. With grant money
and donations, hundreds of native trees,
wildflowers, and shrubs have been planted
thus far.
There is a meandering bicycle/foot path that
passes by a preexisting wood lot. Kukuk
Creek runs through the western part of the
arboretum. Remnants of the Clinton-Kalamazoo Canal can be found on the north border along Canal Road. Wildflowers have
been planted in a 45-foot strip of prairie under the high-tension power lines. There are

Eastern Bluebirds at Tomlinson Arboretum, by Barb Baldinger

The West Entrance with the kiosk and bird
checklist is at the dead end of 18 Mile Rd.
east of Garfield Rd. Park in the cul-de-sac or
on the shoulder. The East Entrance is on Romeo Plank Rd. across from the Clinton-Macomb Public Library. Park at the library and
walk across the street.

In Other Bird News…
Updates on the Christmas
Bird Count
This year’s Macomb Audubon Christmas Bird
Count is tentatively scheduled for Saturday,
December 19th. Our intent is to conduct this
year’s count. However, due to COVID-19
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considerations, National Audubon Society
has communicated the following rules:
1. Wait until November 15th (at the earliest)
to confirm CBC will take place, if local regulations allow.

at 42700 Utica Rd. (south and east of the
Van Dyke/Utica Rd. intersection, north of
19 Mile Rd.). These and other Macomb
Audubon events are open to the public.
Come alone or bring a friend - all are welcome!

2. Cancel all in-person compilation gatherings.

The Macomb Audubon Society is a nonprofit organization with the mission to:

3. Social distancing and/or masking are required at all times in the field.

• Promote interest in the world of nature
and to aid in the conservation of natural
resources.
• Provide an outlet for nature activities via
field trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the exchange
of knowledge and experience through lectures, films, discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide people of
all ages with opportunities to experience
these above given objectives.

4. Carpooling may only occur within existing
familiar or social “pod” groups.
5. Activities must comply with all current
state and municipal COVID-19 guidelines.
So, we may need to re-structure how each
area is covered, and, unfortunately, we will
not be able to have the traditional soup, desserts, and tally at the nature center this year.
I will send an update in mid-November confirming the plans for the count and logistics
for count day.
-Brian McGee,
Christmas Bird Count Compiler

About Our
Organization
The Macomb Audubon Society is a subchapter of Michigan Audubon.
Monthly programs are normally held the
first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
the Sterling Heights Nature Center, located

Support our efforts by becoming a member
today! To join, complete the form included
on the inside back cover and bring it to our
next meeting or follow the instructions on
where to send it.
The Earthstar newsletter is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July,
September, and November). If you wish to
submit relevant content to be included in
the Earthstar, please send by the 12th of
the preceding month to:
Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Members may receive this newsletter by
mail, electronically, or both (though we encourage the electronic option to save some
trees)! If you receive your email newsletter
electronically – please be sure to stay current with your dues! Thank you.
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Letter from the President,
Paul Messing
The big story for me this season has been the monarchs! Until I learn to band birds (and get
licensed), this will join my favorite pastimes. This year I was able to tag, or assist in tagging 160
butterflies! Even better were the new connections made with people while doing this. Besides
meeting so many others in the field while tagging, I learned first-hand by helping to care for, or
rear, two monarchs from their chrysalis (special thanks to Linda May). In doing this, I’ve filled
my iNaturalist account with many of my latest tagged monarchs, both wild and reared (read
more about iNaturalist on my article on the following page).
Nature really stops for no one, even in a pandemic. Another of the many delights I’ve enjoyed before
the warm weather waned this year was seeing wild orchids. Wilcox Warnes Nature Sanctuary always
gets a share of my time as I survey the sanctuary for what condition it is in each year. Spiranthes species
make a home there, as well as other orchids earlier in the season. I used to refer to these as Nodding
Ladies’-tresses, but iNaturalist helped me find another choice as an ID. I’ve brought the kids to the
park and collected acorns and leaves. All these sightings and
other items that have popped up naturally in my yard, I also
report on iNaturalist, getting logged for a virtual BioBlitz
for the Seven Ponds Nature Center. The Center sponsored this as a “scavenger hunt” of nature on a weekend in September, as a challenge to see what
everyone could identify (or simply submit unidentified) throughout Michigan.
These experiences and others have gotten me outside quite a bit lately, as I
hear many others have done. It’s great to see so many people using nature as
an outlet in these times, to take a break from busy life, and see what new
things they can find.
My virtual experiences continue as well. One webinar I attended recently highlighted BirdCast. It is a tool that gives a
bird migration forecast. This can be helpful to raise awareness about days in which taking efforts to turn out lights could
be most effective and helpful to migrating birds. I didn’t attend this webinar live, but rather through the recorded
version which you can access by clicking here.
There seems to be plenty to look forward to as we move toward some exciting events. As
you read the articles in the newsletter, you should find opportunities to once again get involved with Audubon as we start experimenting with using Zoom for our meetings. I hope
this provides everyone a satisfactory experience socializing with your fellow members. This
will include leveraging the Zoom meeting platform for an eBirding topic we have planned
for November 16th. This will be later in the month than our usual meetings, and will take on
a different format. I hope everyone will be able to participate and find it fulfilling to interact
again in a reasonable way, considering the conditions out there in the world today. Likewise,
we will try something a bit different for the member slideshow in December.
As the weather cools, I hope everyone is finding their favorite winter birds return, or perhaps
you are making an escape to a warmer climate. I wish all of you and your families a wonderful
holiday season, and look forward to seeing you again soon.
Happy Birding,
Paul Messing, Macomb Audubon President
(Photos by Paul Messing [moving clockwise from left]): Chrysalis, the kids checking out a caterpillar at LSCMP, and returning a monarch to a plant it likes)
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iNaturalist – A Citizen Science Nature App
I want to share an App with you that I’ve begun using this fall. It’s called iNaturalist, and it is an initiative from the
California Academy of Science and the National Geographic Society. The vision of this tool lines up very well with
the mission of the Macomb Audubon Society. With this app, you can report your own observations, share them on
the app with everyone in the online community, and read comments on your observation or comment on others.

iNaturalist is an app for a phone, or a tool you can use on the internet to not only ID organisms yourself, but also
sign up and put your discoveries out there for others to examine and ID. A Seven Ponds Nature Center Bioblitz, or
scavenger hunt to ID stuff, prompted me to get involved in this citizen science program. I’m biting off a little bit at a
time as I start using this and try to get familiar with how it works. Some of the cool features are:
1.) Photos from a smart phone can have the location and time/date embedded, so that info is auto-filled when entering the observation (although things like the location can be updated to be as accurate as you would like).
2.) ID’s can be generated strictly based on the photo being compared against the database for a suggested ID
3.) The app also directly links to information about the species including range, related species, and a variety of pictures, both vetted and submitted from around the world.
4.) Filters based on geographic areas and location, media type (photos and sounds), date, quality rating of the observations, and other annotations (pupae or larvae for caterpillars, flowering or fruiting for plants, and many more)
Find the app at www.inaturalist.org or download it on your smartphone by searching for iNaturalist
Watch a short video of the app by clicking here.
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Editor’s Note
Hello, friends!
I can’t believe we’re here in the last issue of 2020. Although it’s
been a year of more “down time” than most years, it’s gone by just
as fast as any. I suspect, this is an inevitable part of getting older each year whizzing by faster and faster. How is it that the older you
get, and the more you appreciate time, the faster it moves? I guess it just prevents us from being complacent,
if we listen. Life, and Nature, are always challenging and reminding us to BE HERE NOW. I don’t know
about you, but I’ll take all the reminders I can get. For my editor’s note this issue, I’ll just say, I’m grateful for
this newsletter, this community of nature-loving folks, and for 2020, for the time to just BE.

Owl Pellet, by Andrea Rose
During this time, I’ve definitely been writing more, so I’ll share one of my recent poems, dedicated to all the
owls I know.
Long-eared Owl
Stretched out and sharpened,
Flush with pine bark
And barking sharply,
With pointed ear tufts,
And wild, wide eyes;
Hidden in up-angled sight
Within remote cedar bogs,
Each sighting a surprise for us both!

Short-eared Owl
Ghostly and angelic,
Legendary hovercraft
Casting broad-winged shadows
Over marshy fields,
Amongst harriers and meadowlarks,
Your beauty steals my breath
And skips my heart.
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Northern Hawk Owl
Hybrid-style hunter
Perched skyscraper high
With laser beam focus,
Still. Silent.
But ever at-the-ready
To employ your predatory hooks.
Snowy Owl
Arctic gypsy,
Tundra nomad,
Sprinkled with winter-white lore.
So different from
Your dark, night-stalking kin,
You thrive out in the open,
On the ground, even,
A dazzling totem
Blinking in December winds.
Great-horned Owl
Fluffed up and tufted,
Guardian of the densest woods;
Your voice both a whisper and a boom.
When I see you
I fall humble and silent,
In awe of your apparent loyalty
And your royal, Autumnal air.
Eastern Screech-Owl
Whether southern rust
Or northern gray,
Your tiny size masks
Your territorial ferocity.
Your voice is like
The headless horseman’s
Phantom steed,
Calls out in warnings
I know to heed!

Northern Saw-whet Owl
The smallest owl
I’ve yet to see;
I’ve stared right at you
And missed you for minutes.
Nestled in, a mirage among pinecones,
Fierce hunter of mouse and vole,
Yet adorable to behold.
Barred Owl
I saved you for last
Because there’s something about you,
Something I can scarcely put to words.
Only your eyes can say it,
Full, black, and bottomless,
I imagine diving right in
And finding galaxies there.
Round-faced and bar-chested,
You shriek questions into the forest.
Cloaked in velveteen feathers,
And only appearing to me
When I stop looking.
All the owls I know.
Stretch-slim Long-eared,
Ethereal Short-eared,
Sniper-trained Hawk Owl,
White plains Snowy,
Regal and matronly Great Horned,
Night-sneaking Eastern Screech,
Pint-sized, pygmy Saw-whet,
Otherworldly, bewitching Barred…
Together, you’re the stuff of dreams,
The feathery fabric of fairy tales,
Delighting my real-world senses
With the lucky feeling
Of discovery.

Follow my Little Bird Nerd page on Facebook at facebook.com/littlebirdnerd/
Happy Birding!
Love, Andrea Rose
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Partners, Contacts, Support
Organizations We Support:
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Michigan Nature Association,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Tomlinson Arboretum,
Wildlife Recovery Association

Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at one of our local
Wild Birds Unlimited stores in
-Grosse Pointe Woods or
-Macomb
_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing: macombaudubon@gmail.com
1st VP (Programs)
Brenda Suchenek: bsuchenek@sterling-heights.net
nd
2 VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Colleen Traylor & Micki Special:
grandmothernature2@gmail.com & maxfiles1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Vacant
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch: mamachach38@gmail.com
Facebook Representative Barbara Baldinger bbwren@yahoo.com
Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Vacant
Christmas Bird Count Brian McGee brianmcgee@wowway.com
Conservation/Legislation
Vacant
Historian
Vacant
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Michael Ciaciuch
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Denis & Laura Barbour
Earthstar Newsletter Editor
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
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