EARTHSTAR
NEWSLETTER OF THE MACOMB AUDUBON SOCIETY
http://www.macombaudubon.org

Volume 44 number 6, November - December 2017

Programs

Field Trips

Programs are held at Sterling Heights Nature Center
unless otherwise noted.

Stony Creek Bird Walk Saturday, November 11th, 8:30am
Leader, Ruth Glass: Fall Waterfowl Migration and Upland Birding at Ridgeview. Meet at 8:30am in Ridgeview
Parking Lot C. We will scope Upper Stony Lake for waterfowl and hike around the Ridgeview environs which
includes hardwood hills and stands of White Pine.

November 6. 2017, 7:00pm - Barb Jensen and Kathy
Hansen - "Osprey and other birds of Kensington Metropark"
This program will inspire you to visit Kensington Metropark during all seasons of the year! Barb Jensen of
Michigan Osprey and Kathy Hansen of Huron Valley
Audubon will talk about some of their favorite birds and
birding sites at Kensington Metropark. Barb and Kathy
will also give an update of the Osprey GPS tracking project out of Kensington Metropark (and other Southeast
Michigan sites).

December 4, 2017, 6:30 - Christmas Potluck and Members Slide Program
We will meet at 6:30 for this dinner get-together. Bring
a dish to pass and your own table setting. Entrees, salads, side dishes and desserts are all welcomed. After
dinner, we will have a slide show presented by our
members. Bring up to 20 of your favorite nature inspired photos on one thumb drive or SD Card to share
with the group!

118th Christmas Bird Count –
Saturday, December 16th
Leader, Barb Baldinger: For over a century, the National Audubon Society has collected data from volunteers throughout the country on early-winter bird populations. This year will be Macomb Audubon Society's
42nd year of participating in the Western Macomb
County Christmas Bird Count. Many of our members
look forward to this special birding occasion each year.
Please consider volunteering to help count the birds in
our area.
After the count, meet at 5:00pm at the Stony Creek
Metropark Nature Center for a hot soup/chili supper,
and to tally all the birds counted throughout the day.
Please consider bringing a crock-pot of chili, soup, snack
or dessert to the tally. Remember to bring your own
soup bowl, plate and eating utensils. Sign-up sheets will
be available at the November and December membership meetings. After signing up, you will be assigned to
a leader in an area with other birders. Please offer to
split the cost of gas among the participants in each car.
Area leaders will receive their packets at the December
membership meeting. If you wish to participate and are
unable to attend the meetings please call Barb Baldinger at 586-263-6530 or email barbarab@tir.com.

The Macomb Audubon Society is
a chapter of the Michigan Audubon society. Meetings are normally held the first Monday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Sterling
Heights Nature Center located at
42700 Utica Rd. (south and east
of the Van Dyke/Utica Rd. intersection, north of 19 mile Rd.)
Events of the Society are open to
the public.
The mission of the Macomb
Audubon Society is to:
 Promote interest in the world
of nature and to aid in the
conservation of natural resources.
Provide an outlet for nature
activities via field trips.
 Provide an opportunity for the
exchange of knowledge and
experience through lectures,
films, discussions and newsletters.
 Aid organizations that provide
people of all ages with opportunities to experience these
above given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming a
member today. To become a
member, complete the form on
the inside back cover. Members
receive this newsletter.
Earthstar Deadline
We appreciate relevant information or articles of interest to
the Macomb Audubon membership for review for publicaton in
the Earthstar. If you have material
you wish to submit, please send it
by the 12th of the preceding
month to:
Andrea Rose (aka Little Bird Nerd)
at: parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Earthstar is published bimonthly by
the Macomb Audubon Society, a nonprofit educational organization.

I am always amazed at the complexity of nature
and, in particular, the interrelationships between
the plants, animals and the non-living parts of our
world. The seeds of fall remind me of these
things. My sugar maples have tons of seeds on
them this year, the result of good weather in the
spring. If the temperature had dropped just a single degree or two last April, and a frost had killed the blossoms on my maple
trees, the current abundance of seeds would not exist. The deer mice and
the nocturnal flying squirrels would not have the wonderful food supply they
have now. More food means more mice, chipmunks and flying squirrels,
which means more food for the foxes, weasels, mink, hawks and owls. More
maple seeds mean more seedlings, food for deer and rabbits which become
food for coyotes and for me too. Yes, we are part of Earth's ecosystem.
Recently, I collected 17 gallons of shagbark hickory nuts from along the roadside and from a kind lady’s yard. As I was gathering the nuts from along the
roadside, the woman stopped and invited me into her yard where a tree was
dropping the nuts all over her driveway. She said they just drive over them,
that the nuts create a mess and I was welcome to them. Hickory nuts and
black walnuts are often considered a nuisance as they drop onto the lawns.
What a shame they are scorned rather than enjoyed by most people. They
are wonderful to eat, great for baking and help to support a variety of animals that range from insects to birds to mammals.
As I was collecting the hickory nuts I noticed perfectly round 1/8 inch holes in
some of them. This is evidence the pecan weevil has emerged out of the nut
(the pecan is a type of hickory). These insects, along with hickory moths,
serve as food for a diversity of birds and even bats. During an insect program
I gave for a group of first graders, I peeled back the green hull of a black walnut to reveal 30-40 walnut hull fly maggots that were inside. These flies only
live in the hulls of walnuts. Nowhere else in the world can they complete
their life cycles. They do not harm the meat inside the nut as they only eat
the hull. These flies serve as food for a variety of insect eating birds. In addition to the insects that feed on the nuts, there are 130 species of moths that
feed on the leaves of the walnut tree and 200 species that feed on hickories. Some of them are quite beautiful moths. At the larval stage, they serve
as bird food, adults become food for bats. The nuts of these trees and the
insects that feed on them are all important components of the ecosystem.
I do not view these trees as messing up my yard with their nuts and leaves; I
view them as a blessing to the world we live in and an important component
of our ecosystem. If you truly enjoy birds and want birds for the future, it is
important to become familiar with what it takes for those birds to survive.
Food comes in many forms...not just from your bird feeder. Enjoy the world
around you. Take the time to crack a nut or two.

Randy Baker
President Macomb Audubon

Annual Bonfire at Lake St. Clair Metropark

“All About Skulls” with Brenda Suchenek

Editor’s Note

Hi! My name is Andrea Rose, aka Little Bird Nerd, and I wanted to introduce myself as the new
editor of the Earthstar Newsletter! It is both an honor and a pleasure to accept this position,
as writing and birding are two things very near and dear to my heart. I hope it is alright that I
take some space to share a few thoughts with all of you.
While writing has always been a major part of my life, birding is a relatively new development.
It was sometime in late 2014 that I stumbled upon the hobby, which quickly grew into an allconsuming passion. Through a series of serendipitous events, I was taken “under the wings” of
some of the best birders in Macomb County, and since then they’ve become like family. Fast
forward just a few years later and my life list is now at 281 bird species, with 241 of them seen
in Macomb County.
All numbers aside, birding has been a gift like no other, a pathway to connect to the natural
world, and also to myself. In Nature there is infinite discovery. It is that never-ending potential
to learn which propels me forward, one bird at a time.
If you want to learn more about what birding means to me, as well as browse my writings,
drawings, and photos, visit my blog at littlebirdnerd.blogspot.com and find me on Facebook
at facebook.com/littlebirdnerd. I look forward to learning and sharing more with all of you!

Proud Supporters of Macomb Audubon Society
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Wild Life Recovery Association,
Michigan Nature Association,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Michigan Audubon RRBO
_______________________________
Visit your local backyard birdfeeding
Experts at one of Macomb County’s
Wild Birds Unlimited stores in
-Grosse Pointe Woods or
-Macomb
_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
Mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Randy Baker (810)441-2759
1st VP (Programs)
Holly Vaughn Joswick
nd
2 VP (Membership)
Beverlee Babcock (586 )263-7666
3rd VP (Field Trips)
Colleen Traylor & Charles Smart
Recording Secretary
Laura Barbour (248)853-5465
Corresponding Secretary
Micki Smith
(586)791-9623
Treasurer
Cheryl McKeever (586)254-2789

Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Experts at Vacant
Christmas Bird Count
Barb Baldinger (586) 263-6530
Environmental & Conservation Vacant
Historian
Michael Mroz (586) 596-2776
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Betty Ebert & Alice Forton
Hospitality (Door Prizes)Denis & Laura Barbour
Earthstar Newsletter Editor
Andrea Rose Meldrum
Michigan Audubon Rep. Ray Lalonde
Members-at-Large (2 positions) Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email only_____
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____

