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Programs
Our free monthly programs are held the first
Monday of the month at the Sterling Heights
Nature Center, located at 42700 Utica Road.

Mon., May 2nd, 7:00 p.m.
“Charlie & His Neighbors, the
Screech-Owls”
Charlie Waldorf moved into his suburban
house, and then a Screech-Owl moved into
the neighboring tree. Together, they have
over 10 years of stories. This talk is Charlie’s
side of the story. It’s a wise and funny tale
you won’t want to miss.
This and future meetings will once again be
held at the Sterling Heights Nature Center,
42700 Utica Road. These meetings are free
and open to the public. Social hour begins at
6:30 p.m. The meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. As
always, please follow our Facebook page or
visit macombaudubon.net for the most upto-date info on all things Macomb Audubon.

Eastern Screech-Owls (gray & red morphs), by Andrea Rose

Mon., June 6th, 7:00 p.m.
Bird Walk & Ice Cream Social
June’s meeting will be a sweet celebration
before our annual July and August recess.
We’ll take a short walk along the trails at the
Sterling Heights Nature Center, observing
whatever late-spring birds are around. You
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may want to bring binoculars and/or a camera, and wear comfortable, durable shoes.
The other part of this meeting is the sweetest part of all – the return of our annual ice
cream social! Paul Messing will be donating
some ice cream for sharing. You are also welcome to contribute. All shared items must be
unopened and prepackaged. Social hour begins at 6:30 p.m. Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.
If you have any questions, please email them
to macombaudubon@gmail.com
Please note - there are no meetings in July
or August.

Field Trips
General advice for all of our spring birding
excursions to follow: Waterproof, comfortable hiking shoes/boots always recommended. Other things to bring include binoculars, cameras, water, snacks.

Naturalist maintain a wildflower prairie, pollinator garden, and rain garden. There is a
viewing platform that was built by an Eagle
Scout. It has benches and sits on a hill on the
west side of the park. Kukuk Creek and the
surrounding woods attract migrating warblers. Many species of birds nest in the arboretum such as Mallard, Blue Jay, House
Wren, Eastern Bluebird, American Robin,
House Finch, Song Sparrow, Baltimore Oriole, Red-winged Blackbird, and Common
Grackle. The wildflower gardens are a treat
for hummingbirds, butterflies, and photographers alike!

Magee Marsh
Wildlife Area
Sat., May 7th, 8:00 a.m.
Coordinator: Colleen Traylor

Tomlinson Arboretum
Wed., May 4th, 9:00 a.m.
Leader: Barb Baldinger
For this field trip, meet at the cul-de-sac
parking area at the end of 18 Mile Rd., 0.6
miles east of Garfield Rd. We’ll explore the
24-acre park known as Tomlinson Arboretum, where volunteers have planted hundreds of native trees, wildflowers, and
shrubs. Master Gardeners and a Master

Blackburnian Warbler, by Andrea Rose

Come have an amazing birding experience at
Magee Marsh, which offers some of the best
migrant warbler viewing in our area. At the
marsh, you’ll find many knowledgeable
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people who are always willing to help with
bird IDs and report any rarities. You never
know what amazing birds may show up.
The birding will take place on Saturday; however, participants are invited to drive in on
Friday to stay overnight at the Lake Erie
Lodge at 10530 Corduroy Rd. This will allow
everyone to be well-rested and ready for a
full day of birding the following day. Magee
Marsh is located east of Toledo, about a twohour drive from Macomb County. Call to
make your room reservations at the Lake
Erie Lodge at (419) 836-2822. Please RSVP to
Colleen at (248) 627-6872 or email grandmothernature2@gmail.com

Lake St. Clair Metropark
Big Day Count
Sat., May 7th, 7:00 a.m.

demonstrates the importance of the vital
habitats in the park for migrating birds, and
provides an opportunity to observe a variety
of beautiful warblers and other passerines.
Birders of all levels are needed to help. Participants will split up throughout various areas of the park (sometimes in teams, depending on how many volunteers show up),
observing and reporting the birds they see.
On the day, you’ll meet at the back door of
the LSCMP Nature Center at 7:00 a.m. Coffee
and pre-packaged snacks will be provided.
Bring your own optics and waterproof footwear. You may also wish to bring lunch and
a lawn chair. Entrance fee or park pass required. Event ends at noon. Call Erin Parker
at (586) 463-4332 to pre-register.

Clinton River Trail System/
Sterling Heights Nature
Center
Wed., May 11th, 8:30 a.m.
Leader: Joanna Pease

Tree Swallow, by Andrea Rose

For those opting to stay local on this particular weekend, this birding opportunity might
be right up your alley. Lake St. Clair Metropark is currently looking for volunteers for
their annual Big Day Count. This yearly count

Meet at the Sterling Heights Nature Center
parking lot for this mid-week birding session.
We’ll check out the feeders next to the nature center building, then explore the dirt
trails along the path that leads to the bridge
crossing over the Clinton River. Once we
cross the bridge, we’ll be on the paved Clinton River Park Trail System.
The Sterling Heights Nature Center woods
are very good for migrating birds in spring.
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Thirty species of warblers have been recorded here, including a Kirtland’s Warbler in
May of 2016, which pleased many birders
over several days. Eastern Screech-Owls and
Great Horned Owls have nested here. After
our walk, there will be opportunities to
watch the bird feeders at the nature center.
This trip should end by noon.

Kensington Metropark
Wed., May 18th, 10:00 a.m.
Leader: Wade Leonard
Come enjoy the nature trails of Kensington
Metropark in Milford, where we’ll continue
our annual tradition of hand-feeding the
birds. Likely subjects include chickadees,
nuthatches, titmice, and woodpeckers. Everybody loves this unusual opportunity to
hold wild birds and see them up close. Bring
seed for the birds and lunch for yourself. Favorite seed types include shelled peanuts
and sunflower seeds. Meet at the nature
center parking lot at 10:00 a.m. Entrance fee
or metroparks pass required. RSVP to Wade
at wadeleonard1922@att.net

grasslands, and riparian habitats along the
Au Sable and Rifle Rivers. The area is one of
the best places in Michigan to view migrating
birds, including many warblers, grassland
birds, waterfowl, marsh birds, and shorebirds. In addition, amazing rarities can show
up, so you never know what goodies you
might see.
We stay at the Bambi Motel and have lots of
fun going out to eat together and recounting
our days’ sightings around the bonfire. Tawas is about a three-hour drive from Macomb County. To sign up, contact Colleen
Traylor at (248) 627-6872 or via email at
grandmothernature2@gmail.com

Lost Lake Nature Sanctuary Spring Birds & Wildflowers
Sat., May 28th, Day Trip
Leader: Paul Messing

Spring Campout at Tawas
Point State Park
Fri., May 20th – 22nd
Coordinator: Colleen Traylor
Join us for our annual and incredibly fun
weekend at Tawas Point State Park and environs, including Tuttle Marsh, surrounding

Goldfinch in the golden hour, by Andrea Rose

Join Macomb Audubon President and Michigan Nature Association steward, Paul Messing, on an off-trail adventure hike to hear
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neotropical migrants and see spring wildflowers in the cedar swamp, quaking mat,
and streamside marsh of Lost Lake Nature
Sanctuary. This hike over uneven terrain will
be rewarded by a quiet setting to listen for
wildlife and observe a colorful display of
spring wildflowers.

and bring insect repellant. Trip should end by
noon. Please RSVP to Joanna by text at (313)
720-9475, or through email at centhymeme@aol.com

Waterproof boots are highly recommended.
Pack a bag lunch and snacks for the day, with
plans to return by 5:30 p.m. Contact Paul
Messing at (586) 713-7553 or by email at macombaudubon@gmail.com to arrange for a
6:15 a.m. meet-up in Auburn Hills to carpool
to the nature sanctuary. Lost Lake is adjacent
to the Rifle River Recreation Area in Ogemaw
County, a little over two hours away from
Auburn Hills.

Wetzel State Game Area
Sat., June 18th, 8:00 a.m.
Leader: Joanna Pease
Meet at the parking lot on 27 Mile Rd. and
Werderman Rd. to enjoy a morning of looking for breeding birds. Some of the breeders
in this park, that are otherwise hard to find
in our area, are Clay-colored Sparrow, Sedge
Wren, Least Bittern, and American Bittern.
Even Yellow-breasted Chat has been reported on occasion, plus there are many
other species of woodland, marsh, and
meadow birds.

Ring-necked Pheasant, by Paul Messing
Clay-colored Sparrow, by Andrea Rose

The terrain is easy, but there may be
wet/muddy areas, and there can be ticks. It’s
advisable to wear light-colored, long pants
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Contributions

The Macomb Audubon Society is a nonprofit organization with the mission to:

The following individuals have made recent
contributions to The Macomb Audubon Society:

Promote interest in the world of nature and
to aid in the conservation of natural resources.

Contributor Level
Roger & Eugenia Bajorek
Christine Becher
Joanna Cohen
Carolyn Mikula
Wayne Pierantoni
Ray D & Nancy Pihlaja
Colleen Stout
Supporter Level
Rod & Maryanne Guest
Micki Smith
Donor Level
Lenora Becker
Thank you for your generous support!

About Us
The Macomb Audubon Society is a subchapter of Michigan Audubon. Monthly programs
are normally held the first Monday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Sterling Heights
Nature Center, 42700 Utica Road. These
programs foster community and friendship,
and provide education and entertainment
for all ages.
These and other Macomb Audubon events
are open to the public. Come solo or bring a
friend.

• Provide an outlet for nature activities via
field trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the exchange
of knowledge and experience through lectures, films, discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide people of
all ages with opportunities to experience
these above given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming a member
today! To join, complete the form included
on the inside back cover and bring it to our
next meeting or follow the instructions on
where to send it.
The Earthstar newsletter is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July,
September, and November). If you wish to
submit content to be included in the Earthstar, please send by the 12th of the preceding month to:
Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
littlebirdnerd37@gmail.com
Members may receive this newsletter by
mail, electronically, or both (though we encourage the electronic option to save some
trees)! Be sure to stay current with your
dues.
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President’s Letter
I hope you are all getting what you seek from
Audubon! For me, the friendship has been a highlight of the past few years, the programs have continued to be engaging, and the field trips continue
to amaze me. Visiting the Ford House grounds in
April was quite a highlight. A lifer for me was Fox Sparrow, which had
an interesting interaction with an adjacent Northern Cardinal. I was also
able to capture sound of the Fox Sparrow call. While my recording does
not have the targeted sound as prominent, or background noises eliminated very well, using the BirdNET app gathered some evidence to support this find by our guide on the field trip, Joanna Pease. Besides this and a wet/rained-out Kensington bird feeding
trip, another highlight of April was Owl Fest. There were activities, tours, bird merchandise at the Lake St. Clair Metropark event, and the Macomb Audubon table alongside Oakland Audubon. If you see Barb Baldinger, Joanna Pease, or
Wade Leonard, please thank them for the great work in setting up and staffing the display. A very special thanks goes
out to them, not to mention the metroparks that invited us and hosted such a wonderful event.
As migration goes into full swing, I’m seeing so many FOYs (rhymes
with boys). That is a first-of-the-year sighting for a certain species. Besides those year-round birds that stick around, or seasonal birds like the
Junco that you could see on January 1st, the FOYs are reported quite a
bit this time of year. As our summer-long birds begin to arrive, and the
neotropical migrants make their journeys north to pass through, you
may be hearing or reading about FOYs quite a bit this time of year. The
FOYs that are most dramatic for me include those on the lakes I frequent. I can remember my first Double-crested Cormorant of the year.
After seeing it nearly day after day through the previous summer, it was
great to spot the bird flapping in to visit the lake where it had gone far away for the winter. I’m still waiting to see Green
Herons, which I am so excited for, but I did get my first Great Egret today! FOY Tree Swallows were a nice sight at the
Ford House tour. Besides the birds, I’ve also seen my first ladybugs, bees, and all sorts of creatures appearing. These
things are all so connected. Isn’t that why most of the migrating birds are headed this way?! So much relies on these
natural rhythms continuing in a way that fits their adaptations, or at least allowing them to adapt to changing habitats
and conditions.
As I wrap up here, I hope you can all find peace and solace in nature. I think my son Henry sums up best what I hope
nature will bring to all of you, “Watching these birds makes me feel better.”
Happy Birding!
Paul Messing
Owl Fest & Henry birding, by Paul Messing
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Editor’s Note
Hello Bird Nerds!
Welcome to spring, my favorite season of the year.
Speaking of spring, I was born in the middle of May, and became a birder around the age of 25. It was around then I
realized how lucky I am that my birthday falls within one of the best birding times of the year. Spring migration is peaking
then, as colorful, tiny warblers sing and zip around the trees, and new birds pass through the area every day. Since
discovering birding, it’s like my birthday gifts have wings.
If you read last month’s Earthstar, you heard about my then-upcoming monthlong van trip throughout the Southwest.
If you recall, I was nervous about the trip. Was it the right time? How would I feel ditching all my usual routines and habits for a
whole month? The truth is, it was absolutely amazing. In some cases, it never feels like the right time to take a big trip, make
a big change, release something major, or take on something new (especially if you’re a bit set in your ways and, well,
“earthy” like me – aka, stubborn?!). However, taking a cue from the birds, like Wood Duck ducklings, whose first
“flights” entail purposely falling out of their tree trunk nests, in a way that must feel like jumping off a skyscraper, and
onto the (hopefully) leafy forest floor… Sometimes, you just have to force yourself to take a leap.
The American Southwest is a breathtaking place. Far from the barren, flat, dusty, monotone desertland I was imagining,
the region is full of life, color, and variety. We’d be 8,500 feet up in the clouds, in snowy mountains with Mountain
Chickadees, Steller’s Jays, and Pygmy Nuthatches galore. Then, a few hours later, we’d be down thousands of feet, up
tens of degrees, and surrounded by white sands, yucca, cacti, and sage. We explored rivers, dunes, mountains, deserts,
canyons, cliffs, forests, and National Parks. I saw 38 new species of birds, including what I think I’ve narrowed down as
my most-wanted-to-see, the Verdin. I took lots of notes, photos, and journal entries which I’m consolidating as blog
posts. The first few days of our trip are up now, and by the time you read this, there could be more. Keep checking at
littlebirdnerd.blogspot.com to read more about our journey. For now, here is one of my photos and watercolor paintings
of that bright, sweet Verdin.

Enjoy the wonders of spring, and all your everyday adventures,
Love, Little Bird Nerd (Andrea Rose)
Follow me on Instagram at instagram.com/inbodiednature
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Partners, Contacts, Support
Organizations We Support:
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Michigan Nature Association,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Tomlinson Arboretum,
Wildlife Recovery Association

Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at Wild Birds Unlimited in
Macomb or Grosse Pte. Woods

_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon@gmail.com
(ask to be added to Google group)

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
1st VP (Programs)
Brenda Suchenek: bsuchenek@sterling-heights.net
2nd VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Joanna Pease & Wade Leonard:
centhymeme@aol.com & wadeleonard1922@att.net
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Vacant
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch:
mamachach38@gmail.com
Facebook Representative Barbara Baldinger
bbwren@yahoo.com
Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation/Legislation
Historian
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Earthstar Newsletter Editor

Vacant
Brian McGee brianmcgee@wowway.com
Vacant
Vacant
Michael Ciaciuch
Denis & Laura Barbour
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
littlebirdnerd37@gmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
9|Page

10 | P a g e

