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Programs
May 1, 2017, 7:00pm – Daryl Bernard – “Where is the
Next Generation of Birders? Mentoring Today’s Youth in
the Field”
Look around most local Audubon meetings, field tours,
and birding hotspots. Notice anything about the demographics of birders? Youth tend to be conspicuously
absent. Today’s youth are more insulated from nature
than at any time in our nation’s history. According to
author Richard Louv in his ground-breaking book Last
Child in the Woods: Saving our Children from Nature
Deficit Disorder, “direct exposure to nature is essential
for healthy childhood development and for the physical
and emotional health.” And yet, our kids are increasingly not getting outdoors, exposed to and immersed in
nature, as children naturally were in previous generations. As birders, what can we do? Take a youngster
birding! Mentoring a youth will have benefits for both
you as the mentor, and the young person as the
mentee. Seeing chickadees and cardinals all over again
through a new, young birder’s eyes is invigorating, refreshing, and inspiring. You can make a difference!
Seven Ponds Nature Center’s new Executive Director
Daryl Bernard will be discussing his experiences in developing a youth birding club, taking kids birding, securing optics, and introducing the next generation of birders to the wonders of the avian world.

June 5, 2017, 7:00pm – Annie Crary – “The Wonders of
the Galapagos Islands”
The Galapagos Islands are well known as one of Charles
Darwin's stops during his journey aboard the HMS Beagle, and where his observations helped him develop his
theory of natural selection. Annie Crary traveled there
in 2010 to see the birds, wildlife, and habitats. She will
share photographic highlights of her trip.
Annie was trained as a bird bander in Pennsylvania and
has traveled around the country and internationally
studying avian ecology and behavior. She earned her
B.S. in Biology from Grove City College, and her M.S. in
Natural Resources from Ohio State University where she
studied Yellow Warblers (Setophaga petechia). She is
interested in winter ecology, migration, and timing and
sequence of molt, and currently serves as the Bird
Banding Workshop Coordinator and Instructor at Powdermill Nature Reserve in Pennsylvania. She is a master
bird banding permit holder and a North American Banding Council certified trainer. In her spare time, Annie
enjoys spending time outdoors with her family and
dogs, hiking, canoeing, swimming, reading, and writing.
She is an avid birder and scuba diver.

Macomb Audubon Society The
Macomb Audubon Society is a chapter of the Michigan Audubon society.
Meetings are normally held the first
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
at the Sterling Heights Senior Center
located on the N.E .side of Utica Rd.
east of Van Dyke and South of 18 mile
Rd. Events of the Society are open to
the public.
The mission of the Macomb Audubon
Society is to:

.Promote interest in the world of nature and to aid in the conservation of
natural resources.
Provide an outlet for nature activities
via field trips.
Provide an opportunity for the exchange of knowledge and experience
through lectures, films, discussions
and newsletters.
Aid organizations that provide people
of all ages with opportunities to experience these above given objectives.
People can support our efforts by
becoming members. To become a
member, complete the form on the
inside back cover. Members receive
this newsletter, the Earthstar.

Earthstar Deadline
We appreciate relevant
information or articles of interest
to the Macomb Audubon
membership for review for
publicaton in the Earthstar. If you
have material that you wish to
submit, please send it by the 12th
of the preceding month to:
Bill Clark 53253 North Ave
Macomb MI 48042.
Email: wtclark1@comcast.net
Earthstar is published
bimonthly.by the Macomb
Audubon Society, a non-profit
educational organization.

Stony Bird Walk Recap and Update for 4/8
We exceeded 50 attendees on yesterday’s bird walk. The weather was spectacular and most of the birds cooperated. I want to thank all the participants
for working in mini-groups to help the dozen newcomers, and each other. It is
very difficult to spend quality time with so many participants, and that is the
beauty of bird watching and birders – we tend to be a very helpful, unselfish
and friendly bunch that will not hesitate to help other to get ‘on’ a bird, with
optics issues, or whatever comes up in the field – and I am proud to be your
kindred spirit. Hopefully participants had a chance to talk with Supervisor Julie Champion during the walk as well.
Yesterday’s highlights included: very close looks at not-so-Common Loons
and Horned Grebes; Red-breasted Mergansers, Common Mergansers, Buffleheads, Tree Swallows, and a large variety of waterfowl off in the distance. We
discussed the history of the area before the dams were built and Stony Lake
was formed in the early 1960’s. In / near Shelden’s Woods we saw Goldencrowned Kinglets, Song Sparrow (heard Field & Chipping), soaring Turkey Vultures and Red-tailed Hawk, Goldfinches, Eastern Phoebes, Brown-headed
Cowbird, Belted Kingfisher, and four woodpecker species: Hairy, Downy, Redbellied, Northern Flicker, and more. Chickadees, Titmice and Cardinals were
conspicuously active as they gear up for nesting. On the golf course we
watched a Species of Special Concern – Blanding’s Turtle. And lastly, we saw a
pair of Great Horned Owls. A full bird species list is provided by Kevin on
eBird for your reference.
What a difference a day makes, when weather is fair and winds are from the
south. I re-traced our Shelden Woods walk today to find singing Yellowrumped Warblers and Hermit Thrush. Where we listened to Chorus Frogs,
three additional species chimed in: Spring Peepers, Wood Frogs and Leopard
Frogs. A very early Bull Frog sat in a wooded pond with over 100 turtles basking around it.
And we have great news from Inwood Road: The Bald Eagles are ambitiously
feeding at least one young as of the 7th, and the female Osprey has returned
to join her mate at the cell tower. On the down side, many eagle and owl
nests across the state were lost in the March wind storms. Also, most of the
swallows that nested at Stony will not be returning; the maintenance staff
has removed the hill that housed the Bank Swallow and Rough-winged Swallow colonies at Trolley Trails, and the demolition of the Baypoint and Boat
launch buildings wipes out over 2/3 of the available nesting structures for the
Cliff Swallow colonies. Nest site destruction combined with the welldocumented decline due to use of neonicotinoid pesticides (especially imidicloprid, used widely in our area, but banned in most other developed countries) means there will be far less swallows to watch and enjoy going forward.
See you in the park soon, Ruth Glass and Kevin Rysiewski Stony Creek Nature
Center Volunteers

Meetings are held the first
Monday of most months at
7:00 PM at the Sterling
Heights Senior Center located on the NE side of Utica
Rd, east of Van Dyke and
North Of 18 Mile Rd.
Thanks to all who brought refreshments to the March
Meeting: Alice Forton, Kathy
Muscillo, Heather Slayton,
Micki Smith, Tammi Hooton,
Beverlee Babcock
April Meeting: Alice Forton,
Sonia Souter, Heather Slayton,
Beverlee Babcock, Kathy Muscillo

Saturday May 13, 7:00am – 12: pm – Lake St. Clair
Metro Park Big Day Count, Leader: Julie Champion. This annual count demonstrates the importance of Lake St. Clair Metropark’s various habitats as a vital migrating stop. Birders of all
levels are needed to help. Call Julie at 586-463-4332 for information. Coffee and doughnuts are provided. Bring a lunch. Meet
at the nature Center.
____________________________________________________________

2017 Stony Creek Bird Walks
(Second Saturday of the month at 8:30am)

Saturday May 13, 8:30 am – Peak spring Warbler Migration
along the Clinton River. Meet at 8:30am in the Sterling
Heights Nature Center Parking Lot. By popular demand, we will
revisit this Clinton River Migration Corridor; I wonder if we will be
lucky enough to find a singing Kirtland’s Warbler again this year.
We will walk a downriver loop, stop back at the Nature Center at
10am when they open, for a quick potty break, then walk upriver.
__________________________________________________

Saturday June 10, 8:30am- Nesting birds at Draper Twin
Lake Park Meet in the Draper Parking Lot at the corner of Inwood & Hadden. From this lot we will hike down to the lake to
call rails. We will then walk the east half of the park, accessible
from a small lot east of Hadden. Dr. Ben VanderWeide will colead the walk and review the prairie restoration efforts he has
overseeing at this park.

April 9th, 2017 Spring is Here
Spring is here. The chorus frogs are singing and so are the sand hill cranes. It has
been a strange year for the amphibians with some of them going to the ponds as early as late February. I collected pond samples today and found blue spotted salamander tadpoles already emerging out of the eggs. That's about two weeks ahead of
schedule. I observed Wood frogs and chorus frogs heading to the ponds on February
28th, and heard others today. For chorus frogs to have an extended breeding season is not unusual but for
wood frogs it is. In an average year the wood frogs all go to the ponds to lay their eggs within a 7 to 10 day period. This year has found wood frogs reproducing over a 40 day period. This is highly unusual. Some wood frog
eggs are being laid as others are hatching out. Bizarre!!! A friend of mine down by Southgate found a live blue
jay fledgling the second week of March. A very strange spring in deed.
I just returned from Kenya where I observed wintering shore birds and swallows on their migration north to
Europe. Today I saw the phoebe in my yard, but having been gone I wonder when its actual day of arrival was.
In three of the last four years the phoebe has arrived between April 5th and April 9th. The sight of them flitting about and singing their morning songs are always welcomed in my yard. Soon the towhees will add their
song to the avian chorus. As of today, April 9th, the first reports of humming birds arriving in the southern
counties of Michigan have started to come in. The major concentration of hummers however is still down in
Southern Ohio and Kentucky. The residents of Macomb County always seem to report hummingbirds and redwinged blackbirds a full two to three weeks ahead of my first observations here in northern Lapeer county. I
hope that everyone gets a chance to get out and enjoy the arriving birds, the early spring flowers, and also to
feel the warmth of the spring sun.
During my last few days in Kenya I stayed at a friends residence
which included a half acre city lot in the out skirts of Nairobi. On that half acre lot I observed over twenty
species of birds, some of them were new ones for me even though I have spent many many weeks on safari in
Kenya. When the local children saw me with the binoculars they were intrigued. I let them look through the
binoculars and through the bird book, and for the first time in their lives their eyes and senses were awakened
to the birds that had been surrounding them each and every day of their lives. When I went to the local youth
center again the children were amazed at the birds that were there. Birds they had never taken the time to
notice before. One young man after seeing the field guide said that he would like to become a scientist so
that he could study the birds and other wildlife. Each day the children upon seeing me outside wanted to see
the birds, and anxiously pointed them out to me. It was an awakening for many of them. This phenomenon
occurs here too. Our back yard birds are just as fascinating as the ones in Nairobi. We should not take them
for granted. Open your eyes as did the children of Kenya. Sometimes enjoying nature is even simpler
than going to the park or nature center, it can be as simple as sitting outside the house and watching and listening for the sounds of the frogs, the insects and the birds. We should take the time to enjoy them and to
observe them. Even the birds that winter here are changing into their spring songs and their breeding colors.
Don't take the birds for granted. I encourage each and everyone of you to get outside and enjoy the nature
that is all around us. It does not matter if you can identify the singers of the songs and the calls of the birds.
Simply enjoy them.
Randy Baker
President Macomb Audubon

20th Annual Birdathon for Wildlife Recovery Association
Believe it or not, this is the 20th year … and Macomb Audubon’s support is still going strong. Back in 1998,
Macomb Audubon sponsored its first Birdathon to help the Wildlife Recovery Association (WRA). Over the
years, we have more than $11,000. And every dollar has been put to good use! The Birdathon will be held again
to coincide with the North American Migration Count on the weekend of May 12-14, 2017. And this is close to
the prime migration time.
A Birdathon is like a Walkathon, but it is much more fun to do. During the weekend of the North American Migration Count, birders will share their lists to the Birdathon in hopes of amassing as many species as possible.
Virtually any area in the “MOO” (Michigan, Ontario and Ohio) is included. In years past, more than 175 species have been recorded. Spread out; go to a hotspot; bird your area. Every species counts!
Your pledges of either cents-per-species or flat donations help WRA. If you pledge 10 cents a species, you
would owe somewhere around $17.50. But this year, we are all pushing it even more.
In past years, we have raised more than $600 annually for this worthy cause. In the 19 years we’ve had the
fund-raisers, MAS has raised an astounding total of more than $11,200 for WRA.
The WRA is an organization devoted to helping injured raptors, in hopes of releasing them in the wild. Also,
Joe Rogers, WRA’s director, had devoted much of his life to educating in his unique, high-energy way many
students of all ages. Further, his program has evolved to something different, and it still has impact of those attending.
As with many nonprofit organizations, the WRA is not enjoying the bounty it used to. School budgets and many
grants have all but dried up. Much of its operating money comes from fundraisers like this. Joe does about 10%
of the number of programs he used to do a few years ago, so our Birdathon is all the more vital. The WRA
needs your help to keep the programs going. Please pledge either by mail or at the monthly membership meeting.
Your pledge is tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
Name ____________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
Phone ______________________
Amount of pledge._____ per species, or a flat donation of_________
Make your checks payable to Wildlife Recovery Association, and mail c/o
Mike Mencotti, 25378 Wykeshire, Farmington Hills, MI 48336

We’re Proud Supporters of Macomb Audubon Society
Lake St. Clair Nature Center
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Wild Life Recovery Association,
Michigan Nature Association,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy.
Michigan Audubon RRBO
______________________________
For the best bird seed
At the best prices
Uncle Luke’s feed store
6691 Livernois
Troy Michigan
_______________
To contact the Macomb Audubon
Society by e-mail the address is
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
Mailing list please send an e-mail
To: macombaudubon-subscribe@
Yahoogroups.com

Board Members & committee Chairs
President
Randy Baker (810) 441-2759
st
1 VP (Programs)
Holly Vaughn Joswick
nd
2 VP (Member Ship)
Beverlee Babcock (586 ) 263-7666
3rd VP (Field Trips)
Colleen Traylor & Charles Smart
Recording Secretary
Laura Barbour (248) 853-5465
Corresponding Secretary
Micki Smith (586) 791-9623
Treasurer
Cheryl McKeever (586) 254-2789
Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Vacant
Christmas Bird Count
Barb Baldinger (586) 263-6530
Environmental & Conservation Vacant
Historian
Michael Mroz (586) 596-2776
Hospitality (Refreshments) Betty Ebert & Alice Forton
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Denis & Laura Barbour
Earthstar Newsletter Editor Bill Clark--------- (586) 749-5523
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Ray Lalonde
Members-at-Large (2 positions) Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Seven Ponds Representative Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb Mi, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email only_____
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____
Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____

Audubon Owl Watch at Lake St. Clair Metro Park

