EARTHSTAR
NEWSLETTER OF THE MACOMB AUDUBON SOCIETY
http://www.macombaudubon.org

Programs
Our free monthly programs are held at the Sterling Heights Nature Center on the first Monday
of most months (unless otherwise noted).

Monday, Mar. 2nd, 7:00 p.m.
Patrick Brown Presents –
“Hawking Experience”
Patrick Browne has been a licensed falconer
for over 18 years. He will talk about the History of Falconry from origins to present day,
and show some equipment use. Patrick will
also talk about the training process, strategies of predator and prey, bird health and
basic biology, as well as things we can do to
help preserve raptors and their environment. We will conclude with questions and
answers and hopefully look at his LIVE hawk
he currently has in training.

Monday, Apr. 6th, 7:00 p.m.
Jessica Decker Presents –
“Meet This Young Birder, Our
Next Generation of Science and
Conservation Leaders”
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Jessica Decker is an avid young birder who
has attended bird camp, presented at the
Ohio Young Birders Conference, volunteered
at Washtenaw Bird Center and Howell Nature Center, received awards for her bird
photographs, and started to lead Young
Birder Walks. If that’s not enough – she also
serves on the DNR Youth Advisory Council.
Come on out and meet this birder of the next
generation!

Sneak Peeks:
• Monday, May 4th, 2020, 7:00 p.m.
o Those That Can Taste the Air (a
program on snakes)
• Monday, June 1st, 2020, 7:00 p.m.
o Birding Clinton River Park and
Ice Cream Social

Field Trips
*Field Trips submitted by Micki Special and
Colleen Traylor. Contact info on page 7.

Saturday, Mar. 21st, 10:00 a.m.
Hand-feed Birds at Kensington
Metropark
Join field trip leaders Colleen Traylor and
Micki Special at Kensington Metropark in
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Milford, for a morning of feeding birds by
hand. Bring your favorite bird seed mix and
we’ll walk the trails around the Nature Center (here’s a tip – those birds LOVE their peanut splits). You will likely have chickadees,
titmice, nuthatches, and the occasional
Downy Woodpecker eating out of your
hand! It is so cool. Bring a lunch. We’ll meet
and end at the Nature Center. Park entrance
fee required ($10 daily fee, or $40 for annual
Metroparks pass).

Saturday, Apr. 18th, 9:00 a.m.
Holly Recreation Area (State
Park)
Field trip coordinators, Micki and Colleen,
were discussing field trip options, when
Micki suggested a trip out to Colleen’s neck
of the woods! Great idea, Micki! Let’s celebrate Earth Day together. Fighting for Earth
Day is what started Colleen’s life as an activist. She was 17, and is now (very soon to be)
69. It’s a day that is very near and dear to her
heart now more than ever (“Go Greta!” she
says). For this field trip, meet at the Heron
Lake parking lot. Be sure to bring your binoculars and/or camera, hydration, and a lunch.
You could also bring a lawn chair, blanket, or
small table if you wish! State Park pass or day
pass is required if a ranger is on duty. It’s
beautiful out there so come on out!

Stony Creek Bird
Walks
Walks are held the 4th Saturday of the month
at 8:30am - led by Ruth Glass, Stony Creek
Nature Center Volunteer, and now co-led by
expert birder and veteran bird walk leader,

Joanna Pease. We are very excited to have
Joanna on board!

Sat., March 28th, 8:30 a.m.
Early Spring Waterfowl and…
Meet at 8:30am in the Osprey Trail parking
lot at Stony Creek Metropark. We will hike to
the shore of Upper Stony Creek Lake and
scan the open waters for migrating waterfowl. We will decide as a group – based on
weather, lake ice cover, snow cover, trail
conditions, and recent bird sightings – on a
second park location to visit. Dress for
windy, arctic conditions in case we decide to
scope the main lake.

Sat., April 25th, 8:30 a.m.
Early Warblers and Other Spring
Migrants
Meet at 8:30am at the west end (closest to
lake) of the Southdale parking lot. This used
to be a premier regular stop for bird walks,
but we had been avoiding the area once the
zip line was installed, due to the homo sapiens disruption in the trees. With the zip line
closed, we look forward to a long and ‘birdy’
walk up past Northdale, perhaps as far as
Oakgrove. Early migrant target species include Pine and Black-throated Green Warblers, Blue-headed Vireo, and Red-headed
Woodpecker.
Impromptu Bird Walks are occasionally
called, any time of year, just a few days in advance, by email only, such as for the peak of
Common Loon migration mid-April, and Bald
Eagle fledging the end of June.
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In Other Bird News…
2019 Western Macomb
County Christmas Bird Count
Results
Macomb Audubon Society’s participation in
the 120th Annual Christmas Bird Count was
held on December 14, 2019, with 43 people
in the field and 2 at feeders.
There was no snow on the ground, but
cloudy conditions in the morning and some
sun in the afternoon. The temperature
ranged from 30 to 41. We recorded 74 species and 15,283 individual birds. Peregrine
Falcon and Iceland Gull were seen on our
count for the first time. We set quite a few
high counts: Northern Saw-whet Owl,
Belted Kingfisher, Red-bellied Woodpecker,
Hairy Woodpecker, Pileated Woodpecker,
Blue Jay, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown
Creeper, Winter Wren, Hermit Thrush, and
Song Sparrow. High counts were tied for
Barred Owl, Merlin, and Swamp Sparrow.
The complete results can be found on our
Macomb Audubon Website:
http://www.macombaudubon.org/ or the
National Audubon website:
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count Scroll to
Christmas Bird Count CBC Results and select
text, which should direct you to a new page.
At the top of this page, select Current Year,
then Results by Count. In the dropdown
spaces, select Country, State, and Count
Code MIWM. Click enter and click the circle
under the # sign.

If you would like to make a donation to the
National Audubon Society to help support
the maintaining of a master database of all
Christmas Bird Count data as well as bird
conservation efforts, go to: www.christmasbirdcount.org
We would like to thank all of the citizen science participants for the time and effort
you volunteer each year to make this count
a success. Thank you to the people who set
up the room and hot beverages, contributed soups, chili, snacks, and desserts. We
would also like Julie Champion, Karen Blake,
and the rest of the staff at Stony Creek Nature Center to know how much we appreciate them hosting the Tally. This year’s count
will be on Saturday, December 19th. Please
mark your calendar now and plan to help
out!
Finally, after 14 years as compiler, I am
passing on the job to Brian McGee. He offered to take over and I gladly agreed!
Thanks again,
Barb Baldinger, Compiler
Tom Heatley, Co-compiler

Contributions
We appreciate those who bring refreshments to our monthly meetings. Please consider bringing something to share at the next
meeting, especially if you have not done it
before. We are grateful for your generosity!
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The following individuals have made recent financial contributions to The Macomb Audubon Society:

Audubon events are open to the public.
Come alone or bring a friend - all are welcome!

Donor Level

The Macomb Audubon Society is a nonprofit organization with the mission to:

Denis & Laura Barbour

Supporter Level
John Bieganowski
Rod & Maryanne Guest
Wade Leonard
Ward Randol
Sharon Salamon

Contributor Level
Beverlee Babcock
Barbara Baldinger
Christine Becher
Loraine Campbell
Bill Clark
Ruth Glass
Mike & Margaret Goethe
David Lancaster
Paul Messing
Carolyn & Richard Miklua
Marge Oelsner
Ray & Nancy Pihlaja
Sonja Sauter
Micki Special
Tom & Ramona VanTol
Thank you for your generous support!

About Our
Organization
The Macomb Audubon Society is a subchapter of Michigan Audubon.
Monthly programs are normally held the
first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
the Sterling Heights Nature Center, located
at 42700 Utica Rd. (south and east of the
Van Dyke/Utica Rd. intersection, north of
19 Mile Rd.). These and other Macomb

• Promote interest in the world of nature
and to aid in the conservation of natural
resources.
• Provide an outlet for nature activities via
field trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the exchange
of knowledge and experience through lectures, films, discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide people of
all ages with opportunities to experience
these above given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming a member
today! To join, complete the form included
on the inside back cover and bring it to our
next meeting or follow the instructions for
where to send it.
The Earthstar Newsletter is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July, September, and November). If you wish to submit relevant content to be included in the
Earthstar, please send by the 12th of the
preceding month to:
Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Members may receive this newsletter by
mail, electronically, or both (though we encourage the electronic option to save some
trees! If you receive your email newsletter
electronically – please be sure to stay current with your dues! Thank you.
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Letter from the President,
Paul Messing
Hi Everyone! Spring is just around the corner, although the snow will likely still fly a couple more times. It is an exciting time at the Macomb Audubon Society! There are many
new people attending our meetings, giving everyone opportunity to meet someone new,
find out about others’ experiences, and to share stories. The line-up of speakers is complete for this year, so check the website for a preview. Perhaps you’ll get even more out
of the program if you’ve researched types raptors in the area, or check out the snakes that may star in another upcoming program.
The weather canceled a couple field
trips in January, but there have been
more events since then. I have an
idea to bring some Audubon members to “work” with me. If you haven’t heard of the bird list obtained
by me and others at the GM Tech
Center, it is heavily weighted with
waterfowl and other water-loving
birds! They especially like to stop
over during spring migration. As
part of their Wildlife Habitat Certification efforts, I can take a group
through to help identify birds on
campus. I’ll have a sign-up sheet at
the March meeting (and April if
needed to round out the list). With
the access being limited, I will keep
group sizes small, and stagger them
through the day. A Monday shouldn’t conflict with any of our other field trips. See the attached image from
eBird.org that shows some sightings from my last decade of surveying the landscape.
I hope everyone’s sightings this winter have gone well. I have been tracking birds at my feeders this winter
(as part of FeederWatch.org). I’ve seen 16 species so far this season; 17 the last two seasons. Hopefully I can
round out the season meeting or exceeding that count! If anyone is interested to get involved in a feeder
count, I could work with you to watch at the Sterling Heights Nature Center feeders, and report what is
seen. There often seems to be species that I don’t see at my feeders, notably the Wild Turkey!
Happy Birding, Paul Messing, Macomb Audubon President
PS. As of the last Board Meeting, I’m proud to announce we are now supporting the Tomlinson Arboretum
in Clinton Township!
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Editor’s Note

Greetings Macomb Audubon members, prospective members, and anyone reading this. I hope your year has brought you Love, peace, and awareness of the
beauty of nature.
From time to time, I revisit my old writings and journals, curious to see which parts of my former self have changed and
which have stayed the same. Recently, I came upon some old
writings from when I was a teenager. I repeatedly penned
how my favorite season was spring (definitely still true). I
couldn’t wait for spring to come, couldn’t stop talking about
it, waiting for it, anxious for its arrival. Reading this reminded
me of how far I’ve come since becoming a birder; how much
more present and appreciative I am of every season. Spring will
undoubtedly always be the pinnacle for me with its bird migration, my birthday ( ), the emerging growth,
the excitement of rising music and color, energy and life. But these days, I no longer wish winter away, for it
holds so many gifts of its own.
Winter brings the holiday seasons, the warmth and connection, the Christmas Bird Count, the chance to practice “Hygge”, or the ability to find contentment and warmth like a
hug. It brings January with all its reflections, projections, and
intentions. It brings February, which bubbles and builds up
slowly, with its fewer but noticeably longer days. Winter
brings the chance to observe Snowy Owls, winter waterfowl,
large flocks of Cardinals, Chickadees, Nuthatches, and Waxwings. It brings the occasional sneaky Northern Shrike,
poised like a fencepost decoration. It brings Rough-legged
Hawks, Saw-whet Owls, Snow Buntings, and Lapland Longspurs. There’s flaky white snow globe snow and
the chance to ski through it, hike in it, or simply look out the window at it. Winter brings fractals of ice and
pine, and the fire of steamy breath. Although the season may be cold, snowy, and sometimes gray, it only takes
a bit of gear and a good perspective, and things seem light once again.
Like every season, every bird, every human, every experience, it becomes easier to Love something when
you take the time to get to know it, to connect with it
up close. With this practice, winter no longer drags on.
Winter, spring, summer, fall become not-so-separate,
but four parts of one big wheel. Before you know it,
these days of appreciation and gratitude string together
in a thread that moves us straight into that glorious
spring!
Follow my Little Bird Nerd page on Facebook at facebook.com/littlebirdnerd/
Happy Birding!
Love, Andrea Rose
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Proud Supporters of Macomb Audubon Society
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Wild Life Recovery Association,
Michigan Nature Association,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Michigan Audubon RRBO

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing: macombaudubon@gmail.com
1st VP (Programs)
Brenda Suchenek: bsuchenek@sterling-heights.net
nd
2 VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Colleen Traylor & Micki Special:
grandmothernature2@gmail.com & maxfiles1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Micki Smith:
micki35@wowway.com
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch: mamachach38@gmail.com

_______________________________
Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at one of our local
Wild Birds Unlimited stores in
-Grosse Pointe Woods or
-Macomb
_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Vacant
Christmas Bird Count Brian McGee brianmcgee@wowway.com
Conservation/Legislation
Alizah Mooman
Historian
Vacant
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Betty Ebert & Angela Slayton
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Denis & Laura Barbour
Earthstar Newsletter Editor
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Ray Lalonde
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
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