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Programs
Monthly programs are held at Sterling Heights
Nature Center unless otherwise noted.
Our April meeting has been moved to March
25th.

Monday, Mar. 4th, 7:00 p.m.
Jeevak Badve Presents –
“The Birds of Southern India”
Jeevak Badve is a bird lover and photographer
who will stop by to recount tales and photos
about his fascinating bird safari to the remote
jungles of southern India. He will recount his adventures living at the edge of the forest, and will
share his observations and photos of the flora
and fauna (mainly birds) he found. You’ll see
photos of the Sri Lankan Frogmouth, the Indian
Pitta, Mottled Wood Owl, and many others.
About Jeevak: An avid bird lover and bird photographer, Badve’s love for all avian species
stems from a fundamental appreciation of what
these lovely creatures do to master the 3D domain. Everything they do is just incredible –
from their unique adaptations and behaviors to
survive the raw wild, their fascinating displays of
colors and beauty along with everyday elements
like just taking a bath in a creek. Birds never
cease to amaze!
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Monday, Mar. 25th, 7:00 p.m.
Gordon Lonie Presents – “Grand
Canyon National Park”
The Grand Canyon in northern Arizona is truly
spectacular – one of the seven natural wonders
of the world. Gordon Lonie will show us all the
sights of the national park’s South Rim including
wildflowers, a pygmy forest, and historic Grand
Canyon Village, then take us on a rim-to-rim
hike. See the canyon as few visitors do! This
meeting is in lieu of a meeting in April.
About Gordon: Once the Naturalist at the very
nature center where we have our monthly
meetings (the Sterling Heights Nature Center),
Lonie is a favorite of Macomb Audubon and we
are delighted to have him back as a speaker!

Monday, May 6th, 7:00 p.m.
*Sneak Peek* Relaxation with Nature: Including Chair Yoga and Walking Meditation led by Andrea Rose
(stay tuned for more details in our next edition)

Field Trips
For questions about field trips, contact Micki Special
or Colleen Traylor (see page 9 for contact info)

Saturday, Mar. 16th, 10:00 a.m.
Birding at Kensington Metropark
1|P a ge

Join field trip leader Colleen Traylor at Kensington Metropark in Milford, for a morning of feeding birds by hand. Bring your favorite bird seed
mix and come walk the trails around the Nature
Center. You will have chickadee, titmouse, nuthatch, and the occasional Downy Woodpecker
eating out of your hand! It is so cool! Bring a
lunch. Meet at the Nature Center at 10:00am.
Park entrance fee is required ($35 for an annual
Metroparks pass or $10 daily fee).

Stony Creek Bird Walks

TBD (sometime in March)
Tundra Swan Trek
Each year, we take a spur-of-the-moment trek
to Canada to see migrating Tundra Swans. We’d
love for you to join us to view this spectacle of
migration! The date will depend on bird activity,
as their arrival is difficult to predicted. Stay
tuned – we’ll send out email updates via our yahoo group site once we choose a date and time.

Saturday, Apr. 20thth, 10:00a.m.
Bird Walk at Elmwood Cemetery
Join us on a bird walk at Detroit’s Historic
Elmwood Cemetery, located near the intersection of E Lafayette and Mt. Elliott streets. The
property is the city’s first certified arboretum,
and plays host to many native and migrant bird
species. This is a free walk, and will be led by Rosann Kovalcik, owner of Wild Birds Unlimited in
Grosse Pointe Woods. The walk should last
around 2 hours, but can vary based on bird activity and group size. Please wear weather-appropriate clothing and good walking shoes.
Bring binoculars for optimal viewing of birds.
Parking: Drive into the main entrance and park
along pond side on the road. Elmwood Cemetery is located at 1200 Elmwood St, Detroit, MI,
48207.
Please RSVP by emailing Micki Special at
maxfiles1@gmail.com

Walks are led by Ruth Glass, Stony Creek Nature
Center Volunteer. Most walks are on the 4th Saturday of the month at 8:30am unless otherwise
noted.

Saturday, Mar. 23rd, 8:30a.m.
Early Spring Waterfowl and…
Meet at 8:30am in the Lakeview parking lot of
Stony Creek Metropark. We will scan the open
waters of the north end of Stony Creek Lake for
waterfowl. Depending on weather, lake conditions, and recent bird sightings, we may drive to
another vantage point on the lake, or other park
location. Dress for windy, arctic conditions, regardless of what the thermometer or calendar
indicates.

Saturday, Apr. 27th, 8:30a.m.
Wolcott Mill Birding Hotspots
Meet at 8:30am in the North Branch Trails parking lot of Wolcott Mill Metropark, located off
Ray Center Road just south of 27 Mile Road. The
most direct access is from 26 Mile Road, and
north on Ray Center. We will walk a portion of
the North Branch Trails, then visit Teller Road,
28 Mile Road, Kunstman Road and the historic
mill area, and, if time permits (and no Bobolinks
yet), the Farm Center. A Wolcott Mill Metropark
map will be provided to help with road navigation and taking notes on bird locations. Bring a
pen.
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Saturday, May 11th, 7:00a.m.
Lake St. Clair Metropark Big Day
Count (led by Julie Champion)
Lake St. Clair Metropark is currently looking for
volunteers for their annual Big Day Count. This
yearly count demonstrates the importance of
Lake St. Clair Metropark’s various habitats as a
vital migration stop. Birders of all levels are
needed to help. Call Julie Champion at (586)
463-4332 for information. Coffee and donuts
will be provided; bring a lunch. Meet at the
LSCMP Nature Center by 7:00am. Event runs
through noon.

Saturday, May 25th, 8:30a.m.
Not-So-Common Grasslands Birds
This walk is back by popular demand! Meet at
8:30am in the Inwood Trails parking lot. We
broke attendance records and life bird records
at this walk last year, so are repeating it. Thanks
to grassland rehabilitation efforts by the HCMA,
the northern section of the Habitat Trail is now
attracting some of the most sought open country birds such as Grasshopper and Henslow’s
Sparrows, Eastern Meadowlark, and Yellowbreasted Chat. Just east of here, Dickcissels,
Henslow’s, Clay-colored, and Vesper Sparrows,
and others have been found in recent years. We
will bird this general vicinity, relying heavily on
hearing, so brush up on your grassland bird calls
in advance.
*Impromptu Bird Walks are occasionally called
any time of year, just a few days in advance, by
email notice only, such as for the peak of Common Loon migration mid-April, and Bald Eagle
fledging the end of June. Fall bird walk schedule
TBD.

Environmental
Updates
By: Alizah Mooman

Restructuring of the Department
of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
Governor Whitmer signed a number of executive orders and directives in early February with
some structural changes to the Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ). The DEQ will now
be known as the Department of Environment,
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), and will bring a
greater focus to cleaning up drinking water and
mitigating climate change. One order gives
more authority and power to the Michigan PFAS
Action Response Team (MPART) in an effort to
take action on PFAS contamination in Michigan
waterways. Another executive order creates a
new office of climate and energy working specifically toward energy efficiency and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
Finally, through an executive directive, Michigan
joins the United States Climate Alliance, a bipartisan coalition of governors from 19 states with
the goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions
per the Paris Agreement of 2016. Michigan government and the DEQ have previously been criticized for their ineffectiveness in dealing with
the Flint Water Crisis and PFAS water contamination; these executive orders could be a step in
the right direction toward a healthier environment and a more sustainable future in Michigan.

Albatross Species Move Closer
to Extinction Due to Industrial
Fishing Vessels
Satellite data indicates that many industrial fishing vessels are not in compliance with fishing
regulations designed to reduce albatross
deaths. Although longline fishing is used to capture tuna, fishing lines can be up to 80 miles
long, inadvertently trapping marine life and
birds. Although regulations have been in place
for 5-10 years, only 15% put down their lines at
night, which is one of the three mitigation
measures suggested. This satellite data is contrary to what was self-reported, suggesting that
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more stringent verification methods may need
to be established.

Belted Kingfisher 11, Red-bellied Woodpecker
105, Pileated Woodpecker 6, Blue Jay 461 and
Hermit Thrush 5. A high count of 2 was tied for
Barred Owl.

In Other Bird News…

The complete results can be found on our Macomb Audubon website at www.macombaudubon.org or the National Audubon website at
birds.audubon.org/Christmas-bird-count. Go to
Results, Data & Research, continue to Results:
Current & Historical. Next choose Current Year
then Results by Count and enter Western Macomb County, County Code MIWM. Click enter
and click the circle under the # sign.

A Michigan Success Story
Submitted by Joyce Gnabasik
The April 11, 2018 edition of the Bellingham
Herald (Traverse City) reports that after having
been on the Endangered Species list for 30
years, Michigan’s own Kirtland Warbler has
been declared by the Fish and Wildlife Service to
have reached a population sufficiently recovered beyond the necessity of legal protection.
Among the first named on the Endangered Species list in 1967, Kirtland Warbler recovery goal
at that time was 1,000 birds. The count in 1974
revealed only 167 pairs and by 1987 the same
low number was recorded. The 2015 count discovered 2,382 singing males. Thus, one of America’s rarest birds has been rescued from the
brink of extinction!
However, the Fish and Wildlife Service emphasizes that it does remain necessary to preserve
the Jack Pine stands as well as maintaining continued vigilance against the intrusive brownheaded Cowbird.

2018 Western Macomb County
Christmas Bird Count Results
Macomb Audubon Society’s participation in the
119th Annual Christmas Bird Count was held on
December 15, 2018 with 40 people in the field
and 3 at feeders.
There was no snow on the ground, but cloudy
conditions all day. The temperature ranged
from 30 to 39. We recorded 68 species and
19,045 individual birds. Glaucous Gull and Turkey Vulture were seen on Count Day for the first
time. For what seemed to most as a slow day,
we set quite a few high counts: Bald Eagle 9,

If you would like to make a donation to the National Audubon Society to help support the
maintaining of a master database of all Christmas Bird Count data as well as bird conservation
efforts, go to www.christmasbirdcount.org
We would like to thank all of the citizen science
participants for the time and effort you volunteer each year to make this count a success.
Thank you to the people who set up the room
and hot beverages, contributed soups, chili,
snacks and desserts. We would also like Julie
Champion and the rest of the staff at the Stony
Creek Nature Center to know how much we appreciate them hosting the Tally. This year’s
count will be on Saturday, December 14th.
Please mark your calendar now and plan to help
out.
Thanks again,
Barb Baldinger, Compiler
Tom Heatley, Co-compiler

Olympic BirdFest 2019
Itching for an out-of-state birding trip? Go birding in Sequim Washington, April 12-14, 2019.
Grab your binoculars and join the 16th annual
Olympic BirdFest 2019 celebration at the Dungeness River Audubon Center. The stage is set…
quiet bays and estuaries, sandy beaches, and a
protected island bird sanctuary on the Strait of
Juan de Fuca; wetlands, tide pools, rainforests,
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and lush river valleys. The players are ready…
Marbled Murrelets, Rhinoceros Auklets, Harlequin Ducks, Black Oystercatchers, Peregrine Falcons, Barred and Pygmy Owls will be sporting
their finest spring plumage for this celebration.
Enjoy guided birding trips, boat tours, and a gala
banquet. The featured speaker this year, John
Marzluff, is a professor of wildlife science at the
University of Washington and a noted author.
Check out the offerings by going online,
www.olympicbirdfest.org. Contact (360)6814076 or email info@olympicbirdfest.org for
more details.

22nd Annual Birdathon for Wildlife Recovery Association
For the 22nd time, Macomb Audubon is sponsoring a Birdathon to help the Wildlife Recovery
Association (WRA), and like fine wine, it keeps
getting better and better. In 2018, the event
raised more than $700, its best year ever. Over
the years, we have collected nearly $12,000.
And every dollar has been put to good use! The
Birdathon will be held again to coincide with the
North American Migration Count on the weekend of May 10-12, 2019.
A Birdathon is like a Walkathon, but it is much
more fun to do. During the weekend of the
North American Migration Count, birders will
share their lists to the Birdathon in hopes of
amassing as many species as possible. Virtually
any area in the “MOO” (Michigan, Ontario and
Ohio) is included. In years past, more than 175
species have been recorded. Spread out; go to a
hotspot; bird your area. Every species counts!
This year, we want to encourage groups of birders to do a Big Weekend, that is, see how many
birds you can see that weekend. Of course, a
group doesn’t have to bird the whole weekend,
but, hey, it’s May, and the birds are out there!
Further, the group could solicit pledges to up
the ante.
So, get planning. Find a partner. Go solo. Get
some pledges. Let’s see what birds we can find,

and what money we can raise. As always, your
pledges of either cents-per-species or flat donations help the WRA. If you pledge 10 cents a species, you would owe somewhere around $17.50.
But this year, we are all pushing it even more.
In past years, we have raised more than $600
annually for this worthy cause. In the 20 years
we’ve had the fund-raisers, MAS has raised an
astounding total of more than $11,700 for WRA.
The WRA is an organization devoted to helping
injured raptors, in hopes of releasing them in
the wild. Also, Joe Rogers, WRA’s director, has
devoted much of his life to educating in his
unique, high-energy way, many students of all
ages.
Much of its operating money comes from fundraisers like this as well as programs and grants.
The WRA needs your help to keep the programs
going. Please pledge either by mail, email (need
mailing address, too), or at the monthly membership meeting.
Your pledge is tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
Name

Address
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Email
__________________________________________________

Amount of pledge._______ per species, or a
flat donation of___________
Make your checks payable to Wildlife Recovery
Association, and mail c/o:
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Mike Mencotti, 25378 Wykeshire, Farmington
Hills, MI 48336
Email: mmencotti9@gmail.com

Contributions
We appreciate those who bring refreshments
and treats to our monthly meetings. Your generosity makes our time together even sweeter.
Please consider bringing something to share at
the next meeting, especially if you have not
done it before – your kindness is appreciated in
advance!
The following individuals have made recent financial contributions to The Macomb Audubon Society:

Contributor Level
Beverlee Babcock
Roger & Eugenia Bajorek
Shirley Bergman
Michael & Margaret Goethe
Thomas Heatley
Tammy Hooten
Wade Leonard
Sonja Sauter
Micki Special
Jeffrey & Michele Swider

Supporter Level
Ward Randol

Sterling Heights Nature Center, located at
42700 Utica Rd. (south and east of the Van
Dyke/Utica Rd. intersection, north of 19 mile
Rd.). These and other Macomb Audubon
events are open to the public. Come alone or
bring a friend - all are welcome!
The Macomb Audubon Society is a non-profit
organization with the mission to:
• Promote interest in the world of nature and
to aid in the conservation of natural resources.
• Provide an outlet for nature activities via field
trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the exchange of
knowledge and experience through lectures,
films, discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide people of all
ages with opportunities to experience these
above given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming a member today! To join, complete the form included on
the inside back cover and bring it to our next
meeting or follow the instructions for where to
send it.
The Earthstar Newsletter is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July, September,
and November). If you wish to submit relevant
content to be included in the Earthstar, please
send by the 12th of the preceding month to:
Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
parchmentheart@hotmail.com

Thank you for your generous support!

About Our Organization
The Macomb Audubon Society is a subchapter
of Michigan Audubon.

Members may receive this newsletter by mail, electronically, or
both (though we encourage the
electronic option to save some
trees!

Monthly programs are normally held the first
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the
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A Letter from the President,
Paul Messing
Does anyone else have visions of warmer weather steaming in their head? I don’t think we
can be far off. We certainly have had our cold spells this season. I’m really excited about
the things to come! While the wildflowers are still buried under snow and ice, birds seem
to be itching to return to our area en masse. Some of you may be just as excited to see
returning birds such as Killdeer and Eastern Phoebe, as well as many others that will stay
the summer: Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Chimney Swift, and choose your favorite swallow! Then there are the birds that have been next to impossible to find in their usual places,
some have already been seen in larger numbers: Common Grackle, Great Blue Heron, and
reports of Red-winged Blackbirds are on the rise again. Is anyone else just itching to see
their first Monarch of the season?! Okay, that one might be another month or two.
Until much of nature wakes from the winter slumber, we can still enjoy the cold
weather staples. Take your pick: Darkeyed Junco, American Tree Sparrow, or
White-throated Sparrow. Perhaps you can
find a park to enjoy a walk through the
woods or an open field, seeing the different shades and textures can be soothing.
Maybe bring along a picture that you have
of the area when leaves were on the trees,
flowers were in bloom. Have you really
stopped to look at the exhausted perennials that may be left in place in a natural area? This time of year can be reflective;
look at all the seed heads. Some may still contain a store of seeds still to be sown in the next season, or to serve as food
to foraging birds, or even for the insects that will soon emerge.
This season is full of anticipation, excitement, and promise. I hope everyone
enjoys what they see out there. Myself,
I may even spend some time looking
through last year’s photos, and get a little organized before things really get
busy again. Rest up and get ready for a
great migration. When I write again,
we’ll be in the thick of it!

Happy Birding!
-Paul Messing, Macomb Audubon President
(Photos by Paul Messing, Photo 1 – November View, Photo 2 – January View)
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Editor’s Note
It was during our meeting last November the seed was planted. Daryl Bernard, Executive Director of the Seven Ponds Nature Center, was the speaker, there to talk
about birding Colorado. While presenting, he plugged some upcoming Seven Ponds
field trips, including a late January trip to the Eastern UP. A UP birding trip happened to be one of my birding goals, so the seed took root and grew into action. I
quickly decided I was “up” for the trip, and what a great decision that was!
Over that snowy January weekend, I met wonderful people – including the participants and the UP locals. Regarding the former
group, I was pleased to be joined by a good mix of men and women
of varying ages and skill levels. We got along well, and helped each
other see the birds. One of my cohorts, Rainie, even helped me take
this Rough-legged Hawk photo, holding onto my camera as I
reached out from an awkward angle from the back seat of the van.
It’s moments like these that made us laugh, these small kindnesses
and a feeling of being a part of something together. And the people
who live in the UP? I was inspired by their strength, resilience, kindness, warmth, and a different set of priorities – staying warm, surviving, and enjoying the little things. I like this stripped-down simplicity, and despite the cold my heart was filled with warmth.
Along the way, I had a few mishaps, mainly involving my decision to drive up to the UP by myself in a car not
well-suited for this type of winter driving. After returning home, I told my mom about this detail, and let’s just say
she did not hide her dismay and worry. What can I say though – sometimes I just like to make decisions without
consulting anyone, and next time I’ll drop my stubbornness and take up the offer to carpool. The supposed-to-be
5-hour trip turned into more like 8 hours each way; and at one point during the trip, we caravanned and I started
following the wrong car and got separated from the group. Even these slowdowns and detours served their purpose, helping me to let go of a feeling of control, releasing anxiety, enjoying the detour, and trusting my slow-andsteady approach would see me through. And it did!
The trip produced five life birds for me, far exceeding my goal of
“at least one new bird” (I like to set my birding goals low – so I’m
not disappointed and also because the more you stretch out your
lifers, the more chances you have to be excited on different occasions). My new birds included Northern Hawk-Owl, Bohemian
Waxwing, Pine Grosbeak, Sharp-tailed Grouse, and the ever-effulgent Evening Grosbeak, bringing my life list to 303 birds (295
of which I’ve seen in Michigan). In addition, I had plenty of time
to observe some of my very favorite birds, Common Ravens, as
they played in the snow, feasted on roadkill, and danced with each
other high above in the sky. Another great highlight was helping
others see birds they’d never seen before, like pointing out a
Northern Shrike that was a lifer for a few in our group. As Tom
Heatley always says, “There’s a finite number of birds you can see, but an infinite number of birds you can share
with others.” That will forever be one of my favorite Tom quotes, and a great way to approach birding.
Follow my adventures on Facebook at facebook.com/littlebirdnerd, or littlebirdnerd.blogspot.com.
Happy Birding!
Love, Andrea Rose (aka Little Bird Nerd)!
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Proud Supporters of Macomb Audubon Society
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Wild Life Recovery Association,
Michigan Nature Association,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Michigan Audubon RRBO

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing: macombaudubon@gmail.com
st
1 VP (Programs)
Holly Vaughn Joswick: vaughnh@michigan.gov
2nd VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Colleen Traylor & Micki Special:
grandmothernature2@gmail.com & maxfiles1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Micki Smith:
micki35@wowway.com
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch: mamachach38@gmail.com

_______________________________
Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at one of our local
Wild Birds Unlimited stores in
-Grosse Pointe Woods or
-Macomb
_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation/Legislation Elect
Historian
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Earthstar Newsletter Editor

Vacant
Barb Baldinger: barbarab@tir.com
Alizah Mooman
Vacant
Betty Ebert & Angela Slayton
Denis & Laura Barbour
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Ray Lalonde
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
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