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Programs
Our free monthly programs are held the first
Monday of the month at the Sterling Heights
Nature Center, located at 42700 Utica Road.
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Stay tuned for details on this event by following us on Facebook and checking our
website for updates.

Field Trips

Per tradition, our monthly programs are on
pause for July and August, but are set to resume in September. Typically, we hold our
September meeting the Monday after Labor
Day, to include our annual bonfire at the
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center.

Lost Lake field trip

Our field trip leaders, Joanna Pease and
Wade Leonard, along with others, have been
working hard this year, planning amazing
outings for all ages. Although our programs
are on pause for the summer, our field trips
certainly aren’t! Read on for details about
upcoming trips.
Bonfire, by Andrea Rose
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Common things to wear and/or bring on
birding field trips: waterproof, comfortable
hiking shoes/boots, bug spray, sunblock, binoculars, camera, water, snacks.

Pt. Mouillee SGA:
An Exploration by Car
Sat., Aug 20th, 8:00 a.m.
Leaders: Tom Heatley and
Jim Fowler

Reservations will be accepted starting July
1st, and can be made through August 5th.
Make your reservation by emailing Joanna
Pease at centhymeme@aol.com. Please include your name and phone number so you
can be reached regarding any changes. You
will receive an email reply to let you know if
you’ve made the list of twenty. Spots will be
filled on a first-come, first-served basis. Bring
water, a hat, sunscreen, and insect repellant,
along with any optics you use.
Directions: Take I-75 south to exit 26, then
take S. Huron Road east to U.S. Turnpike.
Take U.S. Turnpike south to Sigler Road, then
head east on Sigler Road until you reach the
parking lot at the end.

Spotted Sandpiper, by Paul Messing

Pointe Mouillee State Game Area provides
some of the best shorebird viewing in the
state, especially during late summer and
early fall.
Jim Fowler has been guiding field trips here
for many years, for various Audubon groups.
He has a special permit which allows cars to
enter on these trips. A limit of four vehicles
may caravan onto the dikes. We can only accept twenty people. Ride sharing is required.
If you are not fully vaccinated for COVID-19,
please wear a mask. If anyone feels ill that
day, stay home.

Ruddy Turnstone, by Andrea Rose

Stony Creek Metropark
Sat., Aug. 27th, 8:00 a.m.
Leader: Joanna Pease
Although September is considered the classic month for fall warblers, late August can
also be very productive. Looking for fall
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warblers a little earlier in the season will give
us a nice foretaste for the warblers to come.
Join us at Stony Creek’s Southdale A parking
lot to look for migrants in the woods and on
the lake.

Contributions

This trip should end by noon. Entrance fee or
Metroparks sticker needed. RSVP to Joanna
by text at (313) 720-9475 or email centhymeme@aol.com

Contributor Level
Roger & Eugenia Bajorek
Christine Becher
Joanna Cohen
Carolyn Mikula
Wayne Pierantoni
Ray D & Nancy Pihlaja
Colleen Stout

The following individuals have made recent
contributions to The Macomb Audubon Society:

Supporter Level
Rod & Maryanne Guest
Micki Smith
Donor Level
Lenora Becker
Thank you for your generous support!

About Us

Palm Warbler & Cicada, by Andrea Rose

The Macomb Audubon Society is a subchapter of Michigan Audubon. Monthly programs
are normally held the first Monday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Sterling Heights
Nature Center, 42700 Utica Road. These
programs foster community and friendship,
and provide education and entertainment
for all ages. These and other Macomb Audubon events are open to the public. Come solo
or bring a friend.
The Macomb Audubon Society is a nonprofit organization with the mission to:
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• Promote interest in the world of nature
and to aid in the conservation of natural
resources.
• Provide an outlet for nature activities via
field trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the exchange
of knowledge and experience through lectures, films, discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide people of
all ages with opportunities to experience
these above given objectives.

A Nature Poem
“The Happiest Heart”
By: John Vance Cheney
Wherever a green blade looks up,
A leaf lisps mystery,
Whereso a blossom holds its cup
A mist rings land or sea,
Wherever voice doth utter sound
Or silence make her round--There worship; it is holy ground.

Support our efforts by becoming a member
today! To join, complete the form included
on the inside back cover and bring it to our
next meeting or follow the instructions on
where to send it.
The Earthstar newsletter is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July,
September, and November). If you wish to
submit content to be included in the Earthstar, please send by the 12th of the preceding month to:

“A Green Blade Looking Up”, by Andrea Rose

Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
littlebirdnerd37@gmail.com
Members may receive this newsletter by
mail, electronically, or both (though we encourage the electronic option to save some
trees)!
Be sure to stay current with your dues.

Blue Jay, by Paul Messing

4|Page

President’s Letter
Happy summer, everyone! Spring migration is past us, and the weather is really starting to warm
up. Many birds are leaving or have left their nests, and the cycle of wildflowers is in full swing. If
you haven’t found a family of nestlings to watch fledge, perhaps it’s not too late! As I do much of
my birding while at work, on my walk in, at lunch, or on the way out, I pay special attention to the
birds I see most often, and whether they are nesting
nearby. I have seen a nice record of Macomb County birds. Use this as a guide
for the species you may find nesting locally. Inevitably, my best attempts still
leave me to find whatever I happen upon. After just about giving up on finding
where a Red-tailed Hawk’s nest had moved, sure enough, it was right over my
head in a cell tower. They have been successful so far this year, with at least one
hatchling, despite pestering by nearby Red-winged Blackbirds. Near one wet
area, I recently spotted a fledgling, all but ignored by nearby onlookers. Was it a
starling, blackbird, or grackle, or even a cowbird? It was so hard for me to tell.
What do you see freshly hatched in a nearby nest?
Besides watching for birds, I have continued to get out looking for other animals and plants. A trip to Lost Lake in Ogemaw County yielded a great variety of wildlife, especially with the help of an extra eight sets of eyes. It had
been quite a while since I’d seen a Blue-spotted Salamander, but as a group,
we were able to enjoy the sighting that the group turned up. There were also
so many birds to hear! We garnered 40 species total, as a group, in over four
hours. Getting away from the city and congestion is helpful, but so is the help
of colleagues like Joanna and friends of the National Audubon chapter, Robert Cooper Audubon of Indiana, that had joined us. I look forward to many
more field trips with friends to make more discoveries.
Do you seek a new place to explore new wildlife? If you said yes, then take a look at the St. Clair-Macomb Birding Trail
Map, or look for a copy at one of the five popular Macomb County Nature Centers (Burgess-Shadbush, Lake St. Clair,
Sterling Heights, Stony Creek, and Wolcott Mill). When I look through the different locations, I have just a few more
from the Macomb County list to check out. Looking through the St. Clair County spots, I have only been to a couple
places from that set.
Whether you are just getting into birding or have been at it for quite a while, I hope you find all the resources you need
to have fruitful experiences this summer. If you want to make connections to get out in nature, know that there are
people to connect with on the Macomb Audubon Facebook, experts and colleagues at local nature centers, or you can
always drop me a line this summer at (586) 803-4080. I’d love to talk birds! If I don’t see you at an upcoming field trip
or on the trails, I hope to see you the second Monday of September for our annual bonfire at Lake St. Clair Metropark.
Until then… Happy birding!
Paul Messing (Red-tailed Hawk getting harassed, and Blue-spotted Salamander, by Paul Messing)
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Editor’s Note
Hello Bird Nerds,
It’s nice to put on my “editor’s hat” this month, immersing myself in Nature photos,
Paul’s always-inspiring articles, and the thought of finding community through Nature. I say “it’s nice” because putting
this newsletter together is a lighthearted endeavor, especially when compared to what’s been going on in my life the past
few months. Back in early May, my dad had a serious stroke, with other complications which left him in the hospital for
about 40 days, and now onto inpatient rehab. Since this event, I’ve had to learn a lot of things I wasn’t expecting to learn,
everything from filing paperwork and “back-end” things to learning about strokes, different medical terms, therapies,
etc., and finally, learning a lot about my dad, my family, and even myself. My grandma said, “If you need something
done, ask the busiest person you know,” and I’m beginning to see what she means. I’m the kind of person who works
multiple part-time jobs and has many different passions and interests. From the outside in, it may seem like I wouldn’t
have time to do the things I’m doing with my dad’s illness, but someone who keeps themselves occupied is good at being
occupied. As well, we never really “don’t have time” like we think we do. It’s just a matter of what we make time for.
When it’s important enough, we can always make the time.
Admittedly, some of my usual practices have fallen by the wayside recently, such as journaling, posting reports from our
March van trip, or planning yoga/birding events like I’ve done in previous years. However, I know things come in
seasons, and I’m confident I’ve been making time for the right things. One of the things I absolutely will not let slip is my
birding time, going outside for walks, and decompressing and rejoicing out in Nature. I’ve been spending many evenings
walking trails, enjoying the feeling of sinking into my own feet, and taking the first truly grounded breath of the day. I’ve
been playing around with my boyfriend’s old camera, which I’m starting to really like, and beyond that, dabbling in my
new watercolor painting endeavors (you can see some of my paintings on my Instagram page). Take care of yourselves,
make time for the best things, and stay curious, friends.
Love, Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)

Young Great Horned Owls at Lake St. Clair Metropark, by Andrea Rose
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Partners, Contacts, Support
Organizations We Support:
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Michigan Nature Association,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Tomlinson Arboretum,
Wildlife Recovery Association

Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at Wild Birds Unlimited in
Macomb or Grosse Pte. Woods

_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon@gmail.com
(ask to be added to Google group)

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
1st VP (Programs)
Brenda Suchenek: bsuchenek@sterling-heights.net
2nd VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Joanna Pease & Wade Leonard:
centhymeme@aol.com & wadeleonard1922@att.net
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Vacant
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch:
mamachach38@gmail.com
Facebook Representative Barbara Baldinger
bbwren@yahoo.com
Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation/Legislation
Historian
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Earthstar Newsletter Editor

Vacant
Brian McGee brianmcgee@wowway.com
Vacant
Vacant
Michael Ciaciuch
Denis & Laura Barbour
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
littlebirdnerd37@gmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
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