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Programs
There will be no July
Meeting & the picnic
has been Caneclled.
August 7, 2017. 7:00pm - Ice Cream Social
at Lake St. Clair Metropark
Ice cream and friends - is there a better way to
spend a hot August evening? Bring your own
bowl, spoon and a topping to share along with
your sweet tooth!
October 2, 2017,7:00pm – All About Skulls – Brenda Suchenek
In preparation for the spooky Halloween season,
we’ll learn all about animal skulls! Brenda Suchenek from the Sterling Heights Nature center will
bring a variety of skulls for us to experience and
she’ll tell us all about the special adaptations animals have for snacking on their preferred prey.
Brenda Suchenek is the Assistant Naturalist at the
Sterling Heights nature Center and she loves teaching individuals about nature!
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2017 Stony Creek Bird Walks
Saturday October 14,8:30am - Stony
Creek's Snell Service Road and creek corridor
Meet / park at 8:30am on south side of Snell
Road, just west of the tall white communications tower that overlooks the park. Pull as far
out of the traffic lane as possible. The West
Branch of Stony Creek runs through this area,
which hosts one of the last healthy bat populations in the park. Our bats have been nearly
wiped out by WNS - White-nose Syndrome
(fungus), as elsewhere across the eastern U.S.

Macomb Audubon Society The
Macomb Audubon Society is a chapter of the Michigan Audubon society.
Meetings are normally held the first
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
at the Sterling Heights Senior Center
located on the N.E .side of Utica Rd.
east of Van Dyke and South of 18 mile
Rd. Events of the Society are open to
the public.
The mission of the Macomb Audubon
Society is to:

.Promote interest in the world of nature and to aid in the conservation of
natural resources.
Provide an outlet for nature activities
via field trips.
Provide an opportunity for the exchange of knowledge and experience
through lectures, films, discussions
and newsletters.
Aid organizations that provide people
of all ages with opportunities to experience these above given objectives.
People can support our efforts by
becoming members. To become a
member, complete the form on the
inside back cover. Members receive
this newsletter, the Earthstar.

Earthstar Deadline
We appreciate relevant
information or articles of interest
to the Macomb Audubon
membership for review for
publicaton in the Earthstar. If you
have material that you wish to
submit, please send it by the 12th
of the preceding month to:
Bill Clark 53253 North Ave
Macomb MI 48042.
Email: wtclark1@comcast.net
Earthstar is published
bimonthly.by the Macomb
Audubon Society, a non-profit
educational organization.

WRA Birdathoners find 152 species
The 20th annual Macomb Audubon Birdathon netted 152 species as 12
birders combed southeast Michigan and parts of Ohio to drum up contributions – and have a lot of fun in the process. The highlight species
had to be Henslow’s and Lark sparrows, both bitterns, and 25 species
of warblers. The count took place on May 12-14.
Our hats are tipped to our participants: Barb Baldinger, Ruth Glass,
Tom Heatley, Cliff Jones, Vicki Jones, Kevin Rysiewski, Dave Lancaster, Mike Mencotti, Diane Miller. Carole Rolph, Heather Slayton, Ken
Slayton, and Jeff Stacey. A shout-out, too, to all who attended the
Stony Creek walk, led by Ruth and Kevin. A special thanks goes out to
Barb Baldinger, who once again coordinated the sign-up sheet and follow-through at the Macomb meeting.
If you’ve pledged, please follow through with your pledge. Didn’t
pledge yet? No problem. Just fill out the form below, and send it in.
Your pledge is tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

Name ____________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

Phone ______________________

Amount of pledge._____ per species, or a flat donation of_________

Make your checks payable to Wildlife Recovery Association, and mail
c/o
Mike Mencotti, 25378 Wykeshire, Farmington Hills, MI 48336

Meetings are held the first
Monday of most months at
7:00 PM at the Sterling
Heights Senior Center located on the NE side of Utica
Rd, east of Van Dyke and
North of 18 Mile Rd.
Thanks to all who brought refreshments to the May Meeting: Alice Forton, Heather
Slayton, Micki Smith, Marge
Oelsner, Bill Clark, Betty Ebert
June Meeting: Alice Forton,
Sonia Souter, Heather Slayton,
Beverlee Babcock, Kathy Muscillo

Life's Needs: Food, Water, Shelter
& Space
All animals need food, water, shelter
and space throughout the year. An abundance or even overabundance of these essentials does animal species no good
if it is only available in the three seasons of the year. The
mowing of grasslands, and field habitats at this time of the
year not only affects the mammals and birds that are being
born now but will also affect the survival of birds and mammals in the winter months. Plants left standing at this time of
the year not only provide food for birds and small mammals
in the fall and winter but will also provide shelter from the
cold winter winds. These small birds and mammals in turn
provide food for mammalian predators and birds of prey.
Without year around food, water, shelter and space they do
not survive. Recent mowing practices in our Metropark’s is
an example of a Victorian era mind set where everything
must be controlled and organized. It is an example of habitat
destruction. Nature may not be orderly and it may not grow
plants in the shape of lollipops, or plant them in nice neat
rows; but nature is efficient. Our fields and grasslands are
also essential habitats for a great diversity of insects which in
turn are food for a great variety of insectivorous birds. Our
bird feeders do not feed the birds, they simply allow us to
see the birds up close. Nature feeds the birds if we will let
it. To continue to have wildlife, or even improve what we
have means that we need to be good steward of our natural
resources... twelve months of the year.

Randy Baker President,
Macomb Audubon Society

Tomlinson Arboretum Bird Survey by Barb Baldinger
Last May, Ray Glime came to a Macomb Audubon Society meeting. He asked if anyone would be interested in birding
Tomlinson Arboretum and emailing him their bird sightings. The Friends of the Tomlinson Arboretum wanted to recertify
the arboretum as a Wildlife Habitat. Since I live so close, I decided to check it out.
Tomlinson Arboretum consists of approximately 25 acres in Clinton Township. It is bordered by Canal Road, Romeo
Plank, Resurrection Cemetery, subdivisions and the east end of 18 Mile Road. There is parking at the end of 18 Mile
Road or you can park at the Clinton-Macomb Public Library and walk across Romeo Plank.
On my first time birding there in May, 2016, I saw 24 species. I walked the bike path as well as the wooded area along
Kukuk Creek and around Canal House. Each month, I returned and emailed my eBird lists to Ray. In the past 12 months, I
recorded 44 species of birds and 784 individual birds.
In addition to birds, I also enjoyed seeing a red fox, groundhogs, squirrels, a turtle and butterflies.
Many of the planted native trees and bushes are still growing. There are plans to add more in the near future as well as
expanding the wildflower prairie. As time goes on, I expect the number and variety of birds to increase as the habitat
develops. I look forward to more birding and general nature appreciation at this very interesting location!

WRA Birdathoners find over 150 species

We’re Proud Supporters of Macomb Audubon Society
Lake St. Clair Nature Center
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Wild Life Recovery Association,
Michigan Nature Association,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy.
Michigan Audubon RRBO
______________________________
For the best bird seed
At the best prices
Uncle Luke’s feed store
6691 Livernois
Troy Michigan
_______________
To contact the Macomb Audubon
Society by e-mail the address is
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
Mailing list please send an e-mail
To: macombaudubon-subscribe@
Yahoogroups.com

Board Members & committee Chairs
President
Randy Baker (810) 441-2759
1st VP (Programs)
Holly Vaughn Joswick
nd
2 VP (Member Ship)
Beverlee Babcock (586 ) 263-7666
rd
3 VP (Field Trips)
Colleen Traylor & Charles Smart
Recording Secretary
Laura Barbour (248) 853-5465
Corresponding Secretary
Micki Smith (586) 791-9623
Treasurer
Cheryl McKeever (586) 254-2789
Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Vacant
Christmas Bird Count
Barb Baldinger (586) 263-6530
Environmental & Conservation Vacant
Historian
Michael Mroz (586) 596-2776
Hospitality (Refreshments) Betty Ebert & Alice Forton
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Denis & Laura Barbour
Earthstar Newsletter Editor Bill Clark--------- (586) 749-5523
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Ray Lalonde
Members-at-Large (2 positions) Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Seven Ponds Representative Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb Mi, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email only_____
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____
Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____

