EARTHSTAR
NEWSLETTER OF THE MACOMB AUDUBON SOCIETY
http://www.macombaudubon.org

Programs
Our free monthly programs were previously held
at the Sterling Heights Nature Center. For the
foreseeable future, our meetings are being held
virtually, via Zoom.

Monday, Jan. 4th, 7:00 p.m.
Birding New Year: Social Hour &
Bird Game
In lieu of our January Audubon meeting,
Brenda Suchenek will host a Zoom meeting
(and / or phone call-in). This meeting will be
loosely structured – social hour meets a fun
bird quiz Brenda has to share. Pop in, say hi
to your fellow bird lovers, and enjoy some
virtual connection to ring in the new birding
year! You may also want to consider any
birding goals you have for 2021; we’d love to
discuss them on the call!
To join the meeting on Monday, January 4th,
2021, at 7:00 p.m., click here or go to
www.macombaudubon.org, where the link
is also housed. If you are not comfortable using Zoom, you can simply call in to the phone
meeting using your phone (if you don’t have
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a microphone on your computer, you can
call with your phone for audio, and connect
with your computer simultaneously for visual). For these options, simply dial (312) 6266799 and be ready to enter Meeting ID: 820
3435 5263 Passcode: 056529.
Once admitted to the meeting, feel free to
type questions in the chat feature, or send
your questions to
macombaudubon@gmail.com

Monday, Feb. 1st, 7:00 p.m.
Meeting Topic TBD
We will have a February meeting, also
hosted via Zoom. As of now, the topic is TBD,
so please continue to check our Facebook
page and website for more details.
All sign-up instructions are the same as for
January, except the actual link and
passcodes are as follows:
Link is here, or on our website. Phone call in
number is the same as January’s, with Meeting ID: 878 3764 2917 and Passcode: 596118.
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Field Trips
We are working on logistics for future field
trips, but for now, we figure we would highlight a local birding area you may not have
frequented yet, hoping you will take the invitation to plan your own self-guided “field
trip”. This edition’s spotlight hotspot is Nicholson Nature Center.

Feature Birding Spot:
Nicholson Nature Center
Write-up by Andrea Rose

instructed me to access the park by pulling
into the lot behind the Macomb County Public Works building. I doubt I would’ve found
this place on my own, or thought to look for
it there. On this first eye-opening trip, I enjoyed views from the Great Blue Heron overlook (be careful climbing up those steps in
slippery conditions), found my lifer Brown
Creeper, and enjoyed the sights and sounds
of river, field, and woods.
From the Six Rivers Land Conservancy website, this park is “the first property owned by
Macomb County to have a conservation
easement. The natural areas in the Nicholson Nature Center also serve as a floodplain
for the Clinton River, helping to maintain the
health of the river.” About that flooding – it’s
real, I assure you! In springtime, you won’t
make it far without knee-high boots.
Over the years, I’ve seen and heard other
birds here too, including: Yellow-billed
Cuckoo, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Olivesided Flycatcher, a variety of warblers, and
nesting Blue Jays.

Nicholson in winter, by Andrea Rose

Nestled between Dunham Road and CJ Barrymore’s on Hall Road, lies one of the
county’s most well-hidden birding gems.
Whoops – I guess the secret is out!
Seriously, though, this place is a tuckedaway little treasure of a park. Within running
distance of my house, it’s a park I like to return to season after season.
I remember my first trip there, and my surprise when my birding friend Kevin

For a list of birds you may expect to see at
this park, browse eBird’s hotspot reports
here.

Bird Walks
Stony Creek Bird Walks to
Resume in January
On behalf of Ruth Glass, we are excited to
announce the return of Stony Creek Bird
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Walks, which will be held the 4th Saturday of
each month, starting in January.
New procedures will account for social distancing. The limit will be eight participants
per walk, and registration will be conducted
via phoning the Stony Creek Nature Center
at (586) 781-4242, on the Monday before
the walk (so for this walk, call on Monday,
January 18th).
We will meet in the Nature Center parking
lot at 9am, then proceed to wherever the
group decides to explore. Walks will end by
11am. Masks and social distancing will be required. Mark your calendars for January 23,
February 27, March 27, and so on. Plan on a
summer break, with walks resuming in the
fall, as in the past.

Some quick highlights from the count,
passed along by Compiler, Brian McGee, include the following:
--Total bird species count topped the previous record of 77 species, with a preliminary
count day plus count week total of an impressive 85 species!
--More than 10 species equaled or exceeded
previous high counts, including: Wild Turkey,
Barred Owl, both Red and White-breasted
Nuthatches, and Winter Wrens.
--New species for the count included Townsend’s Solitaire and Red Crossbill.
--Other highlights included Short and Longeared Owls, Gray Catbird, and over 300 Common Redpolls.

In Other Bird News…
Preliminary Results from the
Christmas Bird Count
Like most things in 2020, this year’s Christmas Bird Count looked a little differently
than usual. Some carpool groups split into
smaller groups or met up at walking spots to
ensure social distancing; masks were worn;
and the usual post-count tally and potluck
gathering was swapped out for a Zoom
meeting. Despite these changes, so many of
you still dedicated efforts to the count.
Thanks to everyone who joined in, whether
in the field or via feeder counts.

Gray Catbird, by Andrea Rose

A final thank you goes to Brian McGee for his
first year as CBC Compiler. Considering all
the changes and unknowns going into this
year’s count, Brian did an awesome job
keeping everything organized!
Stay tuned for official results to follow.
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About Our
Organization
The Macomb Audubon Society is a subchapter of Michigan Audubon.
Monthly programs are normally held the
first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
the Sterling Heights Nature Center, located
at 42700 Utica Rd. (south and east of the
Van Dyke/Utica Rd. intersection, north of
19 Mile Rd.). These and other Macomb
Audubon events are open to the public.
Come alone or bring a friend - all are welcome!

If you wish to submit relevant content to
be included in the Earthstar, please send
by the 12th of the preceding month to:
Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Members may receive this newsletter by
mail, electronically, or both (though we encourage the electronic option to save some
trees)! If you receive your email newsletter
electronically – please be sure to stay current with your dues! Thank you.

The Macomb Audubon Society is a nonprofit organization with the mission to:
• Promote interest in the world of nature
and to aid in the conservation of natural
resources.
• Provide an outlet for nature activities via
field trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the exchange
of knowledge and experience through lectures, films, discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide people of
all ages with opportunities to experience
these above given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming a member
today! To join, complete the form included
on the inside back cover and bring it to our
next meeting or follow the instructions on
where to send it.
The Earthstar newsletter is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July,
September, and November).

A note about YahooGroups (in case you’re
on our email list via that platform):
With the phaseout of YahooGroups that
took place as of December 15th, 2020, Macomb Audubon’s Gmail account has been
used to create a Google Group. This electronic group can be used to email each
other using a group email address.
To sign up for this replacement, send an
email to macombaudubon@gmail.com
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Letter from the President,
Paul Messing
Happy New Year everyone! We’ve made it to 2021. Plenty has happened despite all the changes,
so I hope you are as proud as I am for all our accomplishments. We conducted Zoom session
in 2020 for annual traditions such as the December Member Slideshow and the Christmas Bird
Count tally get-together. There was also an eBird training session in November, with the
slideshow and recording both available (passcode 5u$jZPW8). We made plenty of progress last year, but we have so
much to look forward to this year! For those that have enjoyed more time at home, perhaps that will continue, and for
those that are being most incumbered by this pandemic, I wish you the speediest return to a more fulfilling livelihood
(or course including birding in its more joyful form)!
Thanks everyone for all your patience with us, as a society, to augment your passion for birding and nature. I hope we
fulfill all your expectations as best we can in fulfilling the mission of the Macomb Audubon Society. For those with a
passion to help us do more, I invite you to join one of the open positions in the organization. The website (www.macombaudubon.org/contact.htm) should be up-to-date at this moment, and I look forward to the day when once again,
it will be a great help to have a Car Pool Coordinator!
I continue my foray into new online tools. The latest I’ve been using is in a Global Bird Collision Mapper. Maybe not
the greatest topic, but as some may know I have gotten a collection of specimens where I work. If you have occasion
to report a bird-building collision, you
can post them by registering at
https://birdmapper.org/app/, and
you can even view the data. It’s the
largest collection of sightings of this
kind that I’ve seen. My favorites are
the most probably successful collisions, which I can then also submit in
eBird. They include the Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker that I wrote about in November 2019 and others like Blackthroated Green Warbler, Field Sparrow, Downy Woodpecker, and
Golden-crowned Kinglet (and just realized that this can be added to my
yard list).
So is anyone still making resolutions for the new year? Maybe to venture off to a new place to bird? Commit to return
to a place you haven’t been in a very long time? Whatever your plans for the new year, I wish you the best year and look
forward to seeing you again soon!
Happy Birding,
Paul Messing, Macomb Audubon President
(Bald Eagle flight progression photo, by Paul Messing)
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Editor’s Note
Happy New Year, bird nerds!
I’m a big fan of seasons, cycles, and the opportunities they bring to reflect, regroup, and reset. There’s arguably no better time to do that than
the transition from one year to the next. So here’s a little bit of my 20202021 reflecting, viewed from the lens of birding.
Birding is always a big part of my life, but in 2020, my passion gained even more importance, as it reminded me how
much it keeps me simultaneously centered, grounded, excited, and at peace. While many people lost their sense of direction and hope, or felt overwhelmed by isolation or boredom, I felt lucky to have the passion I have for birding.
Even losing work, being in lockdown, and getting COVID myself couldn’t interfere with my ability to bird – and in
fact, I had more time to do it! Birding is generally low-cost, low-risk, and high reward.
Here are some specific birding highlights from my year:
•

Going to California in February and seeing 27 new bird species, including some of my favs: Acorn Woodpecker, Townsend’s Warbler, Bushtit and Wrentit, California Thrasher, and Heermann’s Gull.

•

Participating in The Big Sit, with an unexpected lifer Hudsonian Godwit!

•

Finally seeing not one but two species of Crossbills, making life birds #338 and #339 (both seen in the
county too)!

•

The Christmas Bird Count, which was kind of light on birds for us, but heavy on fun.

•

Adding 20 new species to my yard list, including some of my favs: a pair of Eastern Screech-Owls, Fox Sparrow, a group of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, Ovenbird, Pine Warbler, a Great Horned Owl, a giant flock of
Pine Siskins, and a small group of Common Redpolls.
We’ve added more feeder variety to our yard this year, as
well as ensuring we leave small areas of brush and other
natural understory/wildflowers to attract insects and birds
year-round. After living at this location in Mount Clemens
for a year and a half now, our yard list is at 78 bird species.

•

Writing in my blog, which this year, equated to five posts,
which you can view here (this will take you to my first post
of 2020, then click the “new posts” button at the bottom
of each article to view up to the most recent one). Maybe
this year will be the year I post even more regularly!
Common Redpoll, by Andrea Rose

With a new year comes a resetting of my yearly bird list, and 365 new days’ worth of opportunities to observe, enjoy,
and explore! I am excited for each new day and new year, to soak up the beauty of the natural world
Follow my Little Bird Nerd page on Facebook at facebook.com/littlebirdnerd/
Happy Birding!
Love, Andrea Rose
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Partners, Contacts, Support
Organizations We Support:
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Michigan Nature Association,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Tomlinson Arboretum,
Wildlife Recovery Association

Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at one of the local
Wild Birds Unlimited stores in
-Grosse Pointe Woods or
-Macomb
_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon@gmail.com
(ask to be added to Google group)

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing: macombaudubon@gmail.com
1st VP (Programs)
Brenda Suchenek: bsuchenek@sterling-heights.net
nd
2 VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Colleen Traylor & Micki Special:
grandmothernature2@gmail.com & maxfiles1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Vacant
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch: mamachach38@gmail.com
Facebook Representative Barbara Baldinger bbwren@yahoo.com
Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Vacant
Christmas Bird Count Brian McGee brianmcgee@wowway.com
Conservation/Legislation
Vacant
Historian
Vacant
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Michael Ciaciuch
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Denis & Laura Barbour
Earthstar Newsletter Editor
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
7|Page

8|Page

