EARTHSTAR
NEWSLETTER OF THE MACOMB AUDUBON SOCIETY
http://www.macombaudubon.org

Programs
Monthly programs are held at Sterling Heights
Nature Center unless otherwise noted.

Monday, Jan. 7thth, 7:00 p.m.
Erin Rowan Presents –
“Hope for Black Terns in Michigan”
Black Terns are a poorly studied Michigan Species of Concern. This program will outline current work being done throughout Michigan by
Audubon Great Lakes and other MI Birds partners to monitor Black Tern colonies, their population trends and movements, and their habitat
quality and management.
This work aims to identify why the population is
in decline, and offer management solutions that
could increase habitat quality on their breeding
grounds.
About Erin Rowan: formerly, Detroit Audubon’s
Research Coordinator, Erin then joined Audubon Great Lakes and MI DNR as the MI Birds Program Associate in August of 2018. Erin led the
Black Tern monitoring field work for Detroit
Audubon at St. Clair Flats and Wigwam Bay, and
will continue to participate in these projects
within her new role. Erin previously worked with
the Institute for Bird Populations and Klamath
Bird Observatory as a bird bander and MAPS Coordinator.
https://www.birdpop.org/pages/maps.php
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Monday, Feb. 4th, 7:00 p.m.
Holly and Jeremy Joswick Present –
“Birding Hotspots of Macomb
County”
In 2018, Beverlee Babcock suggested the club
should host a program about the birding
hotspots of Macomb County. We hear about a
lot of these spots when people give their
monthly bird reports, but perhaps you’ve never
been to some of these locales and would like to
learn more. This program will highlight some of
those birding spots – where to find them, and
what you might see while there!
About Jeremy and Holly: The pair met at a Macomb Audubon meeting in 2011. Holly works as
a Wildlife Communications Coordinator for the
DNR Wildlife Division, and Jeremy is one heck of
a commercial and residential painter who takes
gorgeous photographs and loves the color
beige.

Monday, Mar. 4th, 7:00 p.m.
*Sneak Peek* Jeevak Badve Presents
“The Birds of Southern India”
(stay tuned for more details in our next edition)

Field Trips
For questions about field trips, contact Micki Special
or Colleen Traylor (see page 7 for contact info)
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Saturday, Jan. 19th, 10:00 a.m.

TBD**

Bird Walk at Lake St. Clair Metropark
& DNR Boat Launch

Tundra Swan Trek

Meet our field trip coordinators, Micki Special
and Colleen Traylor, at 10:00 a.m. at the Lake St.
Clair Metropark Nature Center, located in Harrison Township. Bring binoculars and pack a
lunch. We’ll take a hike through the trails, looking for birds but open to whatever we happen
to find. Afterward, we’ll head back to the Nature
Center to enjoy lunch. If you wish to continue
birding after lunch, you’ll have the option to
head to the DNR Public Access Site located at
the end of South River Road. Metroparks sticker
or day pass required for entry to LSCMP; recreation passport may be required at DNR.

Each year, we take a spur-of-the-moment trek
to Canada to see migrating Tundra Swans. We’d
love for you to join us to view this spectacle of
migration! The date will be dependent on bird
activity, as their arrival is difficult to predict. Stay
tuned – we’ll send out email updates via our yahoo group site once we choose a date and time.

Saturday, Feb. 2nd, 10:00 a.m.
Belle Isle Trip During “Shiver on the
River”
Take a trip to Belle Isle for this year’s “Shiver on
the River” event, hosted by the Friends of the
Detroit River. Check out a variety of activities
and opportunities to watch birds. This event is
self-directed, though we expect a good turnout
of Macomb Audubon members! The event lasts
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. More information
is available at the Friends of the Detroit River
website at http://www.detroitriver.org/eventsdetroit-river-events.html

Saturday, Feb. 16th, 10:00a.m.
Annual Bird Walk at Beaudette Park
Meet at 10:00 a.m. at the entrance to Beaudette
Park, located at 786 Orchard Lake Road in Pontiac. This annual bird walk is always a blast, and
we get a great crowd! It could be the exceptional birding at this little jewel of a park, or the
fact that we have lunch at China Jade afterward… either way – it’s a great day with birds,
friends and delicious food – a win, win win!

(Tundra Swan photo by Little Bird Nerd)

Environmental
Updates
By: Alizah Mooman

Recovery of Puerto Rican Parrots
After Hurricane Maria
In September 2017, Hurricane Maria obliterated
more than half of this endangered species, the
Puerto Rican Amazon, also known as the Puerto
Rican Parrot or Iguaca. The last remaining parrot
native to Puerto Rico, these birds have been
part of a recovery plan since 1972 and almost
500 birds remain in captivity in breeding centers. However, due to Hurricane Maria, scientists are hesitant to release them because of decreased available habitat and resources, as well
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as the massive drop in numbers of wild birds
that can help birds from breeding centers assimilate into the wild.
Scientists plan to meet in the next month to discuss potential solutions, such as capturing some
wild parrots and placing them with captive parrots to help them assimilate before being released. Biologists continue to collect data on
food availability and the number of predators to
ensure the survival of the species when released.

Deregulation of Michigan Wetlands Approved by State House
and Senate
Senate Bill 1211, which is being called the “Wetlands Destruction Act” was approved by both
houses of Congress on December 21. Per the
Michigan Environmental Council and the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), the
bill “strips away regulation from 70,000 wetlands and more than 1/3 of Michigan inland
lakes, allowing them to be filled, dredged, and
constructed on without a permit.”
Half of Michigan’s bird species rely on wetlands,
as well as an abundance of other animal and
plant species, making the bill a devastating blow
to the environment. The bill will go to the governor, who has 14 days to approve or veto the
bill. Concerned Michiganders can email Governor Rick Snyder at governorsoffice@michigan.gov and advocate for the bill to be vetoed
to prevent the bill from being instated.

In Other Bird News…
Attend the 2019 Great Lakes
Family Nature Summit
Family Nature Summits is a non-profit organization with a mission to create connections to nature through adventure and learning for all ages

and backgrounds. For more information on this
organization, visit:
https://familynaturesummits.org/
Family Nature Summits conducts an annual
Summit devoted to environmental education
and appreciation of nature, history, and culture
through an immersive experience.
This year’s event will be held at Shanty Creek Resort in Bellaire, Michigan, from July 20th through
July 26th, 2019. Visit: https://familynaturesummits.org/next-summit/ for event details.
To watch a video about the Summit, see:
https://familynaturesummits.org/about-us/
Starting with the first “Conservation Summit” in
1970, the National Wildlife Federation played
host to thousands of individuals at diverse locations throughout North America. In 2007, the
Family Nature Summits started its own to continue the Summit traditions begun under the
auspices of NWF and Ranger Rick magazine.
The organization includes a volunteer board and
leadership whose goal is to give attendees a
unique vacation exploring the natural world
with family and friends.
Each year, The Family Nature Summits offers a
teacher scholarship to one or more deserving
teachers who live in the general region of that
year’s Summit. The scholarship covers registration, room and board for the winning teacher
and a guest.
See: https://familynaturesummits.org/scholarships/teacher-scholarship/

Contributions
We appreciate those who bring refreshments
and treats to our monthly meetings. Your generosity makes our time together even sweeter.
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Please consider bringing something to share at
the next meeting, especially if you have not
done it before – your kindness is appreciated in
advance!
The following individuals have made recent financial contributions to The Macomb Audubon Society:

Contributor Level
Barbara Baldinger
Diane Gurzick
David & Jackie Lancaster
Frances Lautner
Carolyn & Richard Mikulaa
Marge Oelsner
Ken & Heather Slayton
Thank you for your generous support!
A big thank-you goes out to all who participated
in this year’s Christmas Bird Count! We appreciate your time and efforts!

Sterling Heights Nature Center, located at
42700 Utica Rd. (south and east of the Van
Dyke/Utica Rd. intersection, north of 19 mile
Rd.). These and other Macomb Audubon
events are open to the public. Come alone or
bring a friend - all are welcome!
The Macomb Audubon Society is a non-profit
organization with the mission to:
• Promote interest in the world of nature and
to aid in the conservation of natural resources.
• Provide an outlet for nature activities via field
trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the exchange of
knowledge and experience through lectures,
films, discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide people of all
ages with opportunities to experience these
above given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming a member today! To join, complete the form included on
the inside back cover and bring it to our next
meeting or follow the instructions for where to
send it.
The Earthstar Newsletter is published bimonthly (January, March, May, July, September,
and November). If you wish to submit relevant
content to be included in the Earthstar, please
send by the 12th of the preceding month to:
Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
parchmentheart@hotmail.com

(White-breasted Nuthatch photo by Little Bird Nerd)

About Our Organization
The Macomb Audubon Society is a subchapter
of Michigan Audubon.

Members may receive this
newsletter by mail, electronically, or both
(though we encourage
the electronic option to
save some trees!

Monthly programs are normally held the first
Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the
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A Letter from the President,
Paul Messing
With 2018 behind us, I want to thank everyone for their work this past year. Whether you were part
of the Macomb Audubon group supporting an elected or appointed position, volunteering and backing up people for the hospitality roles, or bringing up items in our regular meetings, all of our contributions continue to make this group exciting and fulfilling! We have really come a long way this year.
As we start 2019, I look forward to the new things we will experience. With the year beginning anew, changes will arise: meeting
new people, seeing new things, and yes, witnessing that new or different nature sighting. For me, I hope to set new goals locating
birds at my favorite spots. I look forward to continuing to get to know the people of Macomb Audubon at our meetings. If you
are looking for resolutions, I’d always encourage you to step up and be a voice, lend a hand, and set yourself some goals that will
enrich your life, or others’. I’m sure this year will offer its share of opportunities for excitement.
As far as snow is concerned, I feel as though we’ve had it easy this
season, myself not having had my shovel out yet. Although that
storm is brewing, I’m sure. If we make it through the season without
a major storm, I’m sure there will be plenty of you who are delighted
to leave the shovel in the garage! Frankly, I think we are well-off to
have the pace changed or slowed when a snowstorm hits, because
then you can’t help but to stop and enjoy. Let’s all be safe out there.
If you’re getting out of town after the holidays to some sunnier climate, warm wishes to you!

I hope you enjoyed another fine Christmas Bird Count, or enjoy
reading about the great finds. There are so many of these counts
going on in our area. Each year I realize more and more how vast
a project this is; and it goes on in so many regions around us:
Anchor Bay, Lapeer, Oakland (Pontiac), and many, many more.

Finally, I encourage you to join the activities in store for this year.
Some of the events are annual traditions, and others may be new.
Whatever you do, I hope it meets and exceeds your expectations and you make it a great year!
Happy New Year and Happy Birding, from Paul Messing, Macomb Audubon President
(Photos by Paul Messing)
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Editor’s Note
Happy New Year to all the bird nerds, all-around nature lovers, obsessive listers and
everyone in between! Each year, the birds continue to teach me lessons, like little
feathered gurus, practically weightless but full of depth. I thought it’d be nice to
reflect on this topic and share a few of the virtues taught to me by the birds.
Patience - Birding takes patience, a virtue, to be sure! Sometimes, the bird activity is high, bustling and exciting and new.
Other times, sightings can be sparse. It can take many attempts to find certain birds, and then there’s photography, which is
an entirely different study in patience! Although being patient can test us at times, when we learn to embrace this virtue, we
learn to stay present. That presence keeps us grounded in what is, and grateful for whatever we are experiencing in a given
moment. Patience leads to presence which leads to contentment and gratitude.
Constant Wonder - I Love living my life in a constant state of wonder and awe. Tuning in to the movements of the birds
allows me to stay in that tuned-in state more often, as birds can be found just about everywhere! I joke that I am always
birding unless I’m in a room with no windows (and even then, if the tv or radio is on, I’m listening and looking for birds on
there). It’s not just birds who capture my attention though; it’s also trees, insects, flowers, leaves, other animals, sunsets –
you name it! With all my senses, I’m soaking it in, embodying a childlike state of curious appreciation.
Attention to Detail - As W.B. Yeats once said, “The world is full of magic things, patiently waiting for our senses to grow
sharper.” I Love this quote so much, as it reminds me of what worlds open up when we pay attention. When we learn to
focus on the tiniest beautiful details, we are never bored and always learning.

Friendship & Community – Although I often bird in solitude, I have thoroughly enjoyed the friendships and community
I now belong to as a result of my birding endeavors. From just a few years ago, my circle of friends has widened considerably
to include countless other bird-loving individuals. What’s really special is we can get together as little or as often as the birding
provides, picking up where we left off, somewhere within our shared passion for birds. This kind of friendship comes without
pressure, and means the world to me.

Each year, my style of birding evolves and changes, and from season to season, my experiences vary. Yet over and over I am
reminded of the many gifts nature brings, carried to me on the wings and songs of the birds.

Follow my adventures on Facebook at facebook.com/littlebirdnerd, or littlebirdnerd.blogspot.com.
Happy Birding!
Love,
Andrea Rose (aka Little Bird Nerd)!
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Proud Supporters of Macomb Audubon Society
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Wild Life Recovery Association,
Michigan Nature Association,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Michigan Audubon RRBO

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing: macombaudubon@gmail.com
st
1 VP (Programs)
Holly Vaughn Joswick: vaughnh@michigan.gov
2nd VP (Membership) Beverlee Babcock: beverleebabcock4@gmail.com
3rd VPs (Field Trips) Colleen Traylor & Micki Special:
grandmothernature2@gmail.com & maxfiles1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Laura Barbour:
denilaur@sbcglobal.net
Corresponding Secretary Micki Smith:
micki35@wowway.com
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch: mamachach38@gmail.com

_______________________________
Visit your local backyard bird feeding
experts at one of our local
Wild Birds Unlimited stores in
-Grosse Pointe Woods or
-Macomb
_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Christmas Bird Count
Conservation/Legislation Elect
Historian
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Earthstar Newsletter Editor

Vacant
Barb Baldinger: barbarab@tir.com
Alizah Mooman
Vacant
Betty Ebert & Angela Slayton
Denis & Laura Barbour
Andrea Rose Meldrum:
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Ray Lalonde
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Publicity Chairperson
Holly Vaughn Joswick
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____ Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____
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