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Programs
Monthly programs are held at Sterling Heights Nature Center unless otherwise noted.

Monday, January 8th, 2018, 7:00 p.m. –
Bob Muller, “The Hidden Fishes of Michigan”
During January’s meeting, Bob Muller will talk about our
local fish community, especially those species that have
found their way into Michigan through a Lake Erie connection. There are about 15 species found only in
southeast Michigan in the Lake Erie watershed. Most of
the public is only familiar with game fish, as that is what
they see out of the water. Our small native fishes are
almost completely unknown, even to people with a
strong interest in nature. We’ll learn about these fishes,
and Bob will also comment on research on the invasive
Round Goby, as well as share surprise research findings
on gobies between the Rouge and Clinton Rivers.

Monday, February 5th, 2018, 7:00 p.m. –
Tom Hince, “Walking in the Footsteps of
Birding Giants”
There will be much celebration among birders on May
29th, 2018, for this date will mark exactly one hundred
years since Point Pelee became a National Park. Situated in Canada, Pelee is one of the continent's greatest
birding meccas. Long before fancy apps, technical field
clothes and cutting-edge field guides, birders like Percy
Taverner and William Saunders painstakingly documented the spectacle of migration here on Lake Erie's
north shore. Without their vision, passion and determination, what is now a national park would likely be wallto-wall cottages with zero public access. Join Tom Hince
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as he walks us through the footsteps of these birders
who have paved the way for many others over the last
century.
About Tom Hince: For over fifty years, Point Pelee has
played a pivotal role in Tom's life. At the age of ten, he
first read of the magical migration there. He made his
first visit to the park at the age of thirteen, and has
birded Pelee for forty-four of the past forty-five years.
Tom has filmed around the globe for Discovery Channel,
and guided over a hundred tours on four continents,
but always returns to Pelee each year to enjoy the spectacular songbird migration.

Field Trips
Stony Creek Bird Walks with Ruth Glass
There are no Stony Creek Bird Walks scheduled for January or February 2018. The spring season will resume in
March, with the following planned dates:
• March 24th, April 28th, and May 26th
Stay tuned for more details!

Sterling Heights Nature Center Owl Prowls
Thursday, January 18th, 2018 & Monday, February
19th, 2018
Meet at the Sterling Heights Nature Center at 7:30PM
on each date for a short talk about owls, followed by an
owling hike ($2 drop in fee). To view this and other Nature Center events, visit the Sterling Heights Nature
Center website or simply click here.

Bird Walk at Lake St. Clair Metropark/DNR
Saturday, January 13th, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
Meet at 10:00 a.m. at the Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center in Harrison Township. Bring binoculars and
pack a lunch! We’ll take a hike through the trails, looking for birds but open to whatever we happen to find.
Afterward, we’ll head back to the Nature Center to enjoy lunch. If you wish to continue birding after lunch,
you’ll have the option to head to the DNR Public Access
site located at the end of South River Road. We might
just get lucky and see a Northern Saw-whet Owl! Metroparks sticker or day pass required for entry to LSCMP;
recreation passport may be required at DNR.

Belle Isle Trip During “Shiver on the River”
Saturday, February 3rd, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
Take a trip to Belle Isle for this year’s “Shiver on the
River” event, hosted by the Friends of the Detroit River.
Check out lots of activities and opportunities to watch
for birds. This event is self-directed (though we expect a
good turnout of Macomb Audubon members), and lasts
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. More info is available at
the Friends of the Detroit River website or click here.

Annual Bird Walk at Beaudette Park
Saturday, February 17th, 2018, 10:00 a.m.
Meet at 10:00 a.m. at the entrance to Beaudette Park,
located at 786 Orchard Lake Road in Pontiac. This annual bird walk is always a blast and we get a great crowd!
It could be the exceptional birding at this little jewel of a
park, or the fact that we have lunch at China Jade afterward… either way- it’s a great day with birds, friends
and delicious food- a win-win!

Tundra Swan Trek (Date TBD)
A trek to Canada to see the migrating Tundra Swans will
be spur-of-the-moment, as their arrival is not easy to
predict, especially with climate change effecting migration habits. Stay tuned… we’ll send out email updates
via our yahoo group site once we choose a date and
time.

Birds in the News
Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC)
& Project FeederWatch
The Christmas Bird Count has just passed, but for the
dedicated bird enthusiast, this is no time to rest! Just

around the corner is the Great Backyard Bird Count, a
yearly citizen science effort led by the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, National Audubon Society and Bird Studies
Canada, and sponsored by Wild Birds Unlimited. This
year’s count dates are February 16th – 19th, 2018. Participating is as easy as observing the birds around you
(during count days) for at least 15 minutes, then submitting the data to the GBBC website under the “Submit
Observations” tab. You can count from your backyard,
from a local park, or from anywhere! If you enjoy taking
photos of your sightings, you might consider sending in
some of your best GBBC photos for the GBBC photo
contest. Explore the rules and more on the GBBC site
(click here). Consider also participating in Project FeederWatch, which can be scheduled any time through
April 13th, and conducted on your own. Sign up through
the FeederWatch website (click here).

Sandhill Cranes: Caught in the Crosshairs
Adapted from a letter from Doris Applebaum,
Macomb Audubon member*
In Michigan, there is a concerted effort to add Sandhill
Cranes to the game list and authorize a recreational
hunt of this species. The decision lies with the Natural
Resources Commission (NRC), a group of 7 political appointees. Since many of the commissioners represent
hunting or agricultural interest groups, it may seem inevitable they will vote in favor of a recreational hunting
season on Sandhill Cranes, but that is not necessarily
the case. Prior to the November NRC meeting, the
Michigan House of Representatives passed a resolution
strongly urging the Commission to authorize the hunt.
Nevertheless, the NRC did not take up the matter at the
November meeting. At that time, Chairman John Matonich said they would consider such an action, “…only
after a thorough consideration of the science and a
complete exploration of all effective alternatives that
might be used singly or in combination to resolve concerns.”
With that in mind, it is important that Michigan citizens,
scientists, bird enthusiasts, and conservationists act
now to make their voices heard by the NRC, who could
make a decision as soon as January or February. If you
are one of the many who oppose the hunting of Sandhill
Cranes, you are urged to contact the NRC and tell them
to vote no. Once they make their decision, the public

does not have the ability to challenge it. Contact the
NRC by email at nrc@michigan.gov, or by phone at
(517) 284-6237.
The Songbird Protection Coalition is an organization
which advocates for the protection of non-game native
wild birds in Michigan (including Sandhill Cranes). Visit
their website by clicking here to sign up for alerts and
stay on top of breaking news on this and related issues.
*The views shared in this article
do not necessarily represent the
views of every member of the
Macomb Audubon Society. As

ered proceeds to be donated to the Macomb Audubon
Society.
Finally, a big thanks to all who participated in this year’s
Christmas Bird Count, and to Barb Baldinger for being
our dedicated organizer.

2017 Meeting Highlights
November- “Osprey and Other Birds of Kensington Metropark”
In November we welcomed Barb Jensen of Michigan
Osprey, and Kathy Hansen of Huron Valley Audubon, to
talk about the magic of Kensington Metropark.

always, use your best judgment
and do your research to stay informed on issues affecting wild
birds.

Recognition
We appreciate those who brought refreshments to
recent meetings, including: Barb Baldinger, Bill Clark,
Alice Forton, Jill Messing, and all who participated in our
December potluck/photo share (and anyone else we
may have forgotten to mention)!
The following members have made contributions to
The Macomb Audubon Society:
Donor Level
Colleen Traylor
Contributor Level
Barbara Baldinger
Lenora Becher
Bill Clark
Wade Leonard
Carolyn & Richard Mikula
Sonja Sauter
Thank you for your generous support!
Special thanks to the Macomb Bloomin’ Sunflowers
group and to Rosann Kovalcik, owner of the Wild Birds
Unlimited in Grosse Pointe Woods. On November 29th,
the Sunflowers group held its annual Holiday Luncheon,
where Kovalcik was invited to speak on the topic of “Attracting Birds in Winter.” During the event, both the
Sunflowers group and Kovalcik raised money and gath-

Hand-feeding a White-breasted
Nuthatch at Kensington Metropark
One of the last messages given during this presentation
was, “Whatever you do at Kensington, don’t forget to
smile. The magic is here!” And it’s true- from the nesting Osprey and close encounters with Sandhill Cranes,
to the various birding events held throughout the year,
to the rookeries of Herons and Egrets, and of course,
feeding wild birds by hand, Kensington truly is a magical
place.
Past rare bird sightings at Kensington:
• American Avocets - 2015
• Eurasian Wigeon – 2012
• Ross’s Goose – 2009
Links:
• michiganosprey.org - track live Osprey migration
progress from birds wearing telemetry units.
• facebook.com/huronvalleyaudubonsociety – follow Huron Valley Audubon Society on Facebook and
considering joining them one of their excursions at
Kensington Metropark.
White-breasted Nuthatch photo courtesy: Andrea Rose (Little
Bird Nerd)

December Christmas Potluck and Photo Sharing
December’s meeting was full of good cheer, as members gathered for the annual Christmas Potluck and photo sharing
event. Those who attended brought a dish to pass, which resulted in an impressive assortment of food, from savory to
sweet and everything in between. After the potluck dinner, some members shared a collection of their own bird/nature
photos from 2017. The photos were a great mix- with everything from common feeder birds to rare county sightings, to
banded birds to deer, insects, and wildflowers. This was such a fun way to rejoice in the little things which bring us together and keep us in awe. Enjoy some of the images which were shared during the potluck!

First Row (left to right): Ivory Gull by Andrea Rose, Cattle Egret (on a horse) by Tom Heatley
Middle Row (left to right): Thunderbolt the Peregrine Falcon and Black-capped Chickadee, by Barb Baldinger
Third Row (left to right): Pomarine Jaeger and Pied-billed Grebe, by Jeremy Joswick

The Macomb Audubon Society is
a chapter of Michigan Audubon.
Programs are normally held the
first Monday of each month at
7:00 p.m. at the Sterling Heights
Nature Center 42700 Utica Rd.
(south and east of the Van
Dyke/Utica Rd. intersection,
north of 19 mile Rd.). These and
other Macomb Audubon events
are open to the public.
The Macomb Audubon Society is a
non-profit organization with the
mission to:
• Promote interest in the world of
nature and to aid in the conservation of natural resources.
• Provide an outlet for nature activities via field trips.
• Provide an opportunity for the
exchange of knowledge and experience through lectures, films,
discussions and newsletters.
• Aid organizations that provide
people of all ages with opportunities to experience these above
given objectives.
Support our efforts by becoming
a member today! To join, complete the form included on the
inside back cover and bring it to
our next meeting or follow the
instructions for where to send it.
The Earthstar Newsletter is published bi-monthly (January, March,
May, July, September, and November). If you wish to submit
relevant content to be included in
the Earthstar, please send by the
12th of the preceding month to:
Andrea Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Members can receive this newsletter electronically, by
mail, or both (though
we do encourage
electronic when possible to save the trees!).

A letter from our new
President, Paul Messing:
By the time you read this, it may be winter, or even the
new year, so, Happy New Year!!!
As I watch the snow fall at my feeder, I think of the great things that have
happened this year and look forward to so many exciting things next year! In
the past year, I have traveled to new places, spotted new birds (new to me at
least!), helped others learn more about birds, and helped to fuel bird programs. There’s so much we can each do in these areas, whether it means
walking to a new park or going to another country.
Our monthly meetings give us an opportunity
to share stories of where we are going, near
or far, to see birds. I hope you are all as excited as I am to share or listen to recent bird
sightings, whether it means spotting the first
bird of the season or documenting a rare Macomb County bird.
To help support all the birding programs, Audubon meetings help us come
together here as well. Throughout the year, the many activities which include
our Christmas Bird Count, Great Backyard Bird Count, or the many fieldtrips
Macomb Audubon sponsors, help bring us all together to support one another in our pursuits. I hope you all consider who you might want to bring into
the fold, whether it is bringing a new member to an Audubon meeting or renewing your membership and commitment for another year to support our
group.
I’m delighted that I will be serving as your Macomb Audubon Society President! I hope as your new president, I can help to lead, support, and listen to
your experiences as they relate to avian endeavors. Everyone’s goals, plans,
and stories this coming year should be very exciting!
Happy Birding!
Paul Messing
Macomb Audubon
President- Elect

Prothonotary Warbler
photo courtesy: Andrea
Rose (Little Bird Nerd)
Backyard Scene photo
courtesy: Paul Messing

Editor’s Note: Christmas Bird Count
Hi! Andrea Rose, aka Little Bird Nerd, here to report on the 2017 Western Macomb
County Christmas Bird Count, which was held Saturday, December 16th. This year’s
count marked 42 years of participation by the Macomb Audubon Society. While it was
only my 3rd time personally doing the CBC, I look forward to participating in many,
many more! This event is such an important means of gathering citizen science, and
there’s room to have lots of fun with fellow bird nerds. Enjoy these stats and photos
from the event, courtesy yours truly.
•

Total species seen in Western Macomb count areas A-J: 66 species

•

New Bird for Western Macomb CBC: Gray Catbird

•

New High Counts:
o

Eastern Screech-Owl – 30 individuals!

o

Pileated Woodpecker – 5 individuals

o

Merlin – 4 individuals

o

Fox Sparrow – 3 individuals

•

Other Notable Sightings: Wood Duck, Rough-legged
Hawk, Short-eared Owl, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Northern
Mockingbird, Lapland Longspur, Red-winged Blackbird and a
River Otter seen by Ben Vanderweide!

Photos (clockwise from middle row): Pileated Woodpecker, Merlin on a telephone pole, mingling at the Christmas Bird Count
tally at Stony Creek Metropark Nature Center (by Andrea Rose). Visit my Little Bird Nerd blog and Facebook page for my
personal birding adventures!

Proud Supporters of Macomb Audubon Society
Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center,
Sterling Heights Nature Center,
Seven Ponds Nature Center,
Stony Creek Nature Center,
Burgess Shadbush Nature Center,
Wild Life Recovery Association,
Michigan Nature Association,
Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy,
Michigan Audubon RRBO
_______________________________
Visit your local backyard birdfeeding
experts at one of Macomb County’s
Wild Birds Unlimited stores in
-Grosse Pointe Woods or
-Macomb
_______________________________
Contact the Macomb Audubon
Society via e-mail at:
macombaudubon@gmail.com
To join the Macomb Audubon
mailing list please e-mail
macombaudubon-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Board Members & Committee Chairs
President
Paul Messing macombaudubon@gmail.com
st
1 VP (Programs)
Holly Vaughn Joswick VaughH@michigan.gov
2nd VP (Membership)
Beverlee Babcock (586 )263-7666
3rd VP (Field Trips)
Micki Special
maxfiles1@gmail.com
Recording Secretary
Laura Barbour
(248)853-5465
Corresponding Secretary Micki Smith
(586)791-9623
Treasurer
Brandy Ciaciuch mamachach38@gmail.com

Committees
Car Pool Coordinator
Christmas Bird Count
Environmental & Conservation
Historian
Hospitality (Refreshments)
Hospitality (Door Prizes)
Earthstar Newsletter Editor

Vacant
Barb Baldinger (586) 263-6530
Vacant
Michael Mroz (586) 596-2776
Betty Ebert & Alice Forton
Denis & Laura Barbour
Andrea Rose Meldrum
parchmentheart@hotmail.com
Michigan Audubon Rep.
Ray Lalonde
Members-at-Large (2 positions) Vacant
Newsletter Production, Mailing Denis & Laura Barbour
Seven Ponds Representative
Paul Messing
Web Editor
Paul Messing
Volunteer Coordinator
Vacant

Macomb Audubon Society Dues
Please make checks payable to Macomb Audubon Society and send to: Beverlee Babcock
Macomb Audubon Membership 50229 Pepper Tree Dr. Macomb MI, 48044.
Your name and the names of family members (Please Print)
Family membership applies to family members living at the same address
Name______________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________City_______________________________________
State_____________ZIP_____________Phone_____________________________
New Member_______Renewal______ Check One
_______Family Membership $20.00
Total Amount enclosed $________
______Individual Membership $15.00
Amount of donation over membership $_____(optional)
_____Student Membership $10.00
Contributor----up to $49.99
____Senior single Membership $12.00
Supporter------$50 to $99.99
______Senior couple Membership $15.00
Donor-----------$100 and over
(senior is over 60)
Each year Macomb Audubon makes a membership list available to members. Check here if you wish to have
your telephone number left off the list _____
Email Address_________________________________________________________(optional)
Check here to receive the Earthstar by Email _____ By Hard Copy ______ Both Versions ______
Check here if a Michigan Audubon member_____Check here if a National Audubon member _____
I (we) are interested in becoming a Macomb Audubon volunteer. Please contact me____

